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Note from the Dean

I am excited to share our photo-narrative publication that attempts to 
provide an insight on the lives of adolescent girls in urban slums. This 
work is based on three years of quantitative and qualitative research in 
Dhaka and Chattogram. The research finds that for many of the young 
adolescent girls there are changing aspirations and opportunities as 
well as pressures of managing social expectations and reproducing 
gender norms in these environments.

We hope the narratives provide an understanding of the harsh realities 
of everyday life, choices and experiences of adolescent girls, most of 
whom marry early and a few who delayed their marriages due to a range 
of complex structural and social factors, and that it gives recognition to 
their tenacity and determination in confronting the challenges faced. 
We also hope that the book will be useful for a wide range of 
stakeholders, including practitioners, policymakers, researchers and 
development partners, and those who remain committed to realizing 
the rights of vulnerable adolescent girls in the country.

In conclusion, we would like to thank IDRC Canada for their generous 
support for this research project. 

Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean & Professor     

BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health (BRAC JPGSPH)
BRAC University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Wxb g‡nv`‡qi evYx

Avwg AZ¨šÍ Avb‡›`i mv‡_ Avgv‡`i d‡Uv-b¨v‡iwUf eBwU Avcbv‡`i Kv‡Q Dc¯’vcb KiwQ| 
GB eBwU‡Z bM‡ii ew¯Í GjvKvq emevmiZ wK‡kvix †g‡q‡`i Rxe‡bi wewfbœ wel‡q 
Av‡jvKcvZ Kiv n‡q‡Q| Avgv‡`i GB KvRwU g~jZ XvKv Ges PÆMÖv‡g  wZb eQi hver 
PjvKvjxb ¸bMZ Ges cwigvYMZ M‡elYv cÖK‡íi Askwe‡kl| M‡elYvq †`Lv †M‡Q, bMi 
ew¯Í‡Z emevmiZ wK‡kvix‡`i gv‡S A‡bK †¶‡ÎB Zv‡`i B”Qv AvKv•¶v Ges my‡hvM 
myweavi cwieZ©b G‡m‡Q| GKBmv‡_ †hfv‡e Zviv mvgvwRK cÖZ¨vkv Abyhvqx Rxebhvcb 
Kivi Pvc mvgjv‡”Q, Ges cvwicvwk¦©KZv I cwi‡e‡ki Av‡jv‡K †RÛvi bg©‡K Avevi 
cybR©xweZ Ki‡Q - Zvi gv‡SI cwieZ©b j¶Yxq|

Avgiv Avkv KiwQ †h, GB wK‡kvix‡`i Rxe‡bi GB Mí I KwVb ev Í̄eZv, Zv‡`i cQ›` Ges 
AwfÁZv‡K mvg‡b wb‡q Avm‡e| GB mKj wK‡kvix‡`i †ewkifv‡MiB Aí eq‡m we‡q n‡q 
†M‡Q Ges Zv‡`i gv‡S AímsL¨K Av‡Q hviv bvbvgyLx RwUj KvVv‡gvMZ Ges mvgvwRK 
…̀wófw½i Kvi‡Y †`ix‡Z we‡q K‡i‡Q| G¸‡jvB g~jZ bMi  ew Í̄‡Z emevmiZ wK‡kvix‡`i 

bvbvgyLx mvgvwRK Pvc Ges P¨v‡jÄ‡K †gvKv‡ejv Kivi †¶‡Î Zv‡`i †R`, msKí Ges ̀ „pZvi 
wb‡ ©̀kK| Avgiv AviI Avkv KiwQ †h, Avgv‡`i GB eBwU wewfbœ †÷K‡nvìvi, †hgb - 
cª̈ vw±kbvi, bxwZwba©viK, M‡elK Ges Dbœqb Kv‡R wb‡qvwRZ cvU©bvi, Ges evsjv‡`‡ki 
cÖvwšÍK wK‡kvix‡`i AwaKvi wb‡q KvR Ki‡Z A½xKvie× Ggb gvbylR‡bi Rb¨ mnvqK n‡e|  

cwi‡k‡l, ab¨ev` RvbvB AvBwWAviwm KvbvWv‡K Avgv‡`i GB M‡elYv cÖK‡í Zv‡`i 
Ae¨vnZ mg_©‡bi Rb¨|
 
mvwebv dv‡qR iwk`, Wxb Ges Aa¨vcK

eª¨vK †Rgm wc MÖv›U ¯‹zj Ae cvewjK †nj_ (eª¨vK †RwcwRGmwcGBP)
eª¨vK wek¦we`¨vjq, XvKv, evsjv‡`k
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Preface

In 2016, we walked into a slum in North Dhaka, and expected to see 
poverty-stricken lives and hardened faces. Instead, we met 10-year-old 
Bina; who was beaming with enthusiasm, and wore make-up with false 
eyelashes. We met a 12-year-old Shathi; dyed hair, and was chatting on 
Facebook messenger on her smart phone. Meena, 15, laughed as she 
told us her tale of rejecting a prospective suitor because she did not 
want to get married so young. 

Over the course of three years, the research team interviewed 61 
adolescent girls and young women living in the urban slums of Dhaka 
and Chattogram, and conducted a survey of 2,136  adolescent girls and 
young women, aged 13-24. Through this survey, we discovered the 
detailed, multi-faceted lives these adolescent girls led within the urban 
slum settlements in Bangladesh.

While there are many studies on child marriage and adolescence in 
rural areas , there is a dearth of qualitative, longitudinal work on the 
lives of adolescent girls within the context of urban slums. There is a 
clear need to examine the complex web of factors that constrain, as 
well as enable adolescent girls lives and choices in slums. This 
photo-narrative draws directly from the research findings, and aims to 
give our readers a glimpse into the personal lives of adolescent girls, 
focusing on their aspirations and agency around marriage, family and 
social life, relationships, work, education, and reproductive health. 

Seama Mowri and Sairana Ahsan

Centre of Excellence for Gender, Sexual and Reproductive Health and 
Rights (CGSRHR), BRAC JPGSPH

gyLeÜ

2016 mv‡j Avgiv DËi XvKvi GKwU ew¯Í‡Z hLb hvB, Avgiv `vwi`ªwK¬ó ‡jvKR‡bi 
cwie‡Z© 10 eQi eqmx webvi mv‡_ cwiwPZ nB, †h wQj LyeB cÖvYešÍ Ges Zvi mvR-m¾v 
wQj A‡bK AvaywbK| Gi c‡i 12 eQi eqmx mvw_i m‡½ Avgv‡`i †`Lv nq, hvi is Kiv Pyj 
wQj Ges †m ZLb Zvi ¯§vU© †dv‡bi gva¨‡g †dmeyK †g‡mÄv‡i P¨vU KiwQj| 15 eQi eqmx 
wgbv Avgv‡`i nvm‡Z nvm‡Z Rvbvq †h, †m GZ Aí eq‡m we‡q Ki‡Z Pvq bv, ZvB 
mv¤úªwZKKv‡j GKRb we‡q Ki‡Z B”QzK cvÎ‡K cÖZ¨vL¨vb K‡i‡Q | 

Avgiv wZb eQi a‡i XvKv I PÆMÖv‡g bMiew¯Í‡Z emevmiZ 61 Rb wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx 
bvix‡`i mvÿvrKvi wb‡qwQ Ges 13-24 eQi eqmx 2,136 Rb wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvix‡`i 
Dc‡i Rwic cwiPvjbv K‡iwQ| GB Rwi‡ci gva¨‡g Avgiv bMi ew¯Í‡Z emevmiZ wK‡kvix 
Ges Aíeqmx bvix‡`i Rxe‡bi eûg~Lx ev¯ÍÍeZv‡K wek`vKv‡i mvg‡b wb‡q Avm‡Z †c‡iwQ |

evsjv‡`‡k  evj¨weevn Ges e‡qvtmwÜ wb‡q cwiPvwjZ M‡elYvi AwaKvskB MÖvgxb †cÖÿvcU 
wbf©i| hvi d‡j †`Lv hvq, bMiew Í̄i cwi‡cÖwÿ‡Z wK‡kvix †g‡q‡`i Rxeb m¤ú‡K© ¸bMZ I 
e„nr cwim‡i Kv‡Ri Afve i‡q‡Q| †h mg Í̄ eûg~Lx Kvi‡Y ew Í̄‡Z emevmiZ wK‡kvix †g‡q‡`i 
Rxebgvb Dbœq‡b euvavi m„wó K‡i, Avevi GKB mv‡_ Zv‡`i‡K mÿg K‡i †Zv‡j, †mBme 
KviY¸wji AwaKZi ch©‡eÿY Ges M‡elYv cÖ‡qvRb| GB d‡Uv-b¨v‡iwUf  eBwU mivmwi 
M‡elYvjä djvd‡ji wfwË‡Z ˆZwi Kiv, hvi jÿ¨ cvVKe„›`‡K wK‡kvix‡`i Rxebev Í̄eZv 
m¤̂‡Ü aviYv †`qv| eBwU‡Z wK‡kvix‡`i we‡q msµvšÍ AvKv•ÿv I G‡RwÝ, cvwievwiK I 
mvgvwRK Rxeb, m¤úK©, KvR, wkÿv Ges cÖRbb ¯̂v ’̈̄ msµvšÍ welqvejx Zz‡j aiv n‡q‡Q|

mxqvgv †gŠwi I mvqivbv Avnmvb

†m›Uvi di Gw·‡jÝ Ad †RÛvi, †m·yqvj GÛ wi‡cÖvWvw±f †nj_ GÛ ivBUm& 
(wmwRGmAviGBPAvi), eª¨vK †RwcwRGmwcGBP
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Methodology

The purpose of this research was to explore child marriage in two selected slums: one in Dhaka North City 
Corporation and one in Chattogram City Corporation. The qualitative data was collected in an iterative manner 
and the data for this photo-narrative  was drawn from 61 in-depth interviews (IDIs) and  five focus group 
discussions (FGDs), which were conducted with married and unmarried adolescent girls and young women, 
aged between 13-24.

A number of respondents from qualitative interviews were selected for follow-up to allow us to develop 
in-depth case studies of their experiences and situations over the entire period of fieldwork, from May 2016 to 
March 2018. The qualitative findings were then used to inform and improve the content of the survey tool, 
identifying key themes to focus on. The cross-sectional survey was conducted amongst 2,136 adolescent girls 
and young women aged 13-24, of which 1,129 were ever-married and 1,007 were unmarried.

This photo-narrative is based on the abovementioned research.

Ethical Considerations

It is important to keep in mind that we have elicited interviews with adolescent girls and young women who 
have shared personal details and intimate stories on sensitive issues such as emotional heartbreaks, being 
subjected to moral policing by community, decisions to  delay pregnancy, etc. Stories were shared based on 
mutual trust and confidence, and we have maintained confidentiality and respect their privacy when sharing 
their narratives in this book. The study received ethical approval prior to data collection. Written informed 
consent was obtained from all study participants.

Throughout this photo-narrative, the term child marriage is used to refer to marriage under the age of 18, and the 
term delaying marriage is used specifically for girls who got married or remained unmarried above the age of 18. 



M‡elYv c×wZ

GB M‡eYlvi g~j D‡Ïk¨ wQj evsjv‡`‡ki `ywU wbw`©ó bMiew¯Í‡Z evj¨weev‡ni KviY, aiY Ges djvdj AbymÜvb Kiv; hvi GKwU XvKv DËi 
wmwU K‡c©v‡ik‡b Ges Ab¨wU PÆMÖvg wmwU K‡c©v‡ik‡b Aew¯’Z| M‡elYvq 61 Rb 13-24 eQi eqmx weevwnZ I AweevwnZ wK‡kvix Ges 
Aíeqmxi bvixi mvÿvrKvi MÖnY Ges 5wU `jxq Av‡jvPbvi gva¨‡g Z_¨ msMÖn Kiv n‡qwQj| G‡`i ga¨ †_‡K Avgiv wKQz msL¨K DËi`vZv‡K 
†g 2016 †_‡K gvP© 2018 ch©šÍ d‡jv-Avc Kwi|

GB ¸bMZ M‡elYv †_‡K cÖvß Z_¨-Dcv‡Ëi wfwË‡Z cieZx©‡Z RixcKv‡h© e¨eüZ cÖkœcÎ ˆZix Kiv nq| GB RwicwU 13-24 eQi eqmx 
2,136 Rb wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi Dc‡i cwiPvjbv Kiv n‡qwQj, hv‡`i g‡a¨ 1,129 Rb weevwnZ Ges 1,007 Rb AweevwnZ|

Dc‡iv³ M‡elYvj× Z‡_¨i wfwË‡Z GB d‡Uv-b¨v‡iwUf eBwU ˆZix Kiv n‡q‡Q|

‰bwZK we‡eP¨ welq

GB M‡elYvq Avgiv wewfbœ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi mv‡_ K_v e‡jwQ hviv Zv‡`i Rxe‡bi e¨w³MZ K_v Ges wewfbœ ¯úk©KvZi AwfÁZv, 
†hgb gvbwmK Kó, ü`q fvOvi Mí, cvwicvwk¦©K †jvKR‡bi Lei`vwi I †ivlvb‡ji wkKvi nIqv, Mf©avi‡Yi wm×všÍ BZ¨vw` wewfbœ welq m¤ú‡K© 
Avgv‡`i Rvwb‡q‡Qb| †h‡nZz cvi¯úwiK wek¦vm I fimvi RvqMv †_‡K Zviv G Mí¸‡jv e‡j‡Q, ZvB Avgiv G wel‡q c~Y© ‡MvcbxqZv iÿv 
K‡iwQ| Z_¨ msMÖ‡ni c~‡e©B GB M‡elYvKvh©wU m¤úv`‡bi Rb¨ ˆbwZK Aby‡gv`b msMÖn Kiv n‡q‡Q| GQvovI M‡elYvq AskMÖnYKvix mK‡ji 
KvQ †_‡K wjwLZ m¤§wZcÎI †bqv n‡q‡Q|

GB eB‡q evj¨weevn (child marriage) ej‡Z 18 eQ‡ii †P‡q Kg eq‡mi we‡q‡K †evSv‡bv n‡q‡Q, Ges
†`wi‡Z we‡q (delaying marriage) ej‡Z 18 eQ‡ii c‡i we‡q n‡q‡Q A_ev 18 eQ‡ii E‡aŸ© AweevwnZ n‡e Ggb Ae ’̄v‡K †evSv‡bv n‡q‡Q|

Page 10 | c…ôv 10



Introduction

f~wgKv



The Persistence of Child Marriage in Urban Slums 

Ayesha, 19, followed her parents to Dhaka when she was five, joining the near 1,000 migrants who pour into 
the capital city, Dhaka, every day. It is not clear if Ayesha will ever leave. She was married at the age of 15, 
and her husband saves only a few hundred takas each month from his job as a rickshaw-puller. Meanwhile, 
Ayesha is busy taking care of her two children and also does part-time beading work on sharis. 

As the afternoon azaan (call to prayer) reverberates across the broken labyrinth of shacks in Dhaka slum, a 
young mother named Josna  prepares to bathe her one year old son. “I don’t like living in Dhaka. It feels 
cramped but, I have a dream to  educate my son in a good school and  buy some land back in my village. 
Someday, I will move back home.” 

UN-HABITAT defines a slum household, as a group of individuals who live under the same roof within an 
urban area that lacks durable, permanent housing, sufficient living space (not more than three people 
sharing the same room), easy and affordable access to safe water, access to adequate sanitation in the 
form of a private or public toilet, and security of tenure that prevents forced evictions.

The 2014 census conducted by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) states 2.23 million people are 
currently living in slums across the country, and the number of slum dwellers has increased rapidly over 
the years, by 60.43% in 17 years as of 2015.

Dhaka, with a current population of around 15 million people, is one of the fastest growing cities in the 
world. Between 1990 and 2005, the city has doubled in size — from 6 to 12 million. By 2025, the U.N. predicts 
Dhaka will be home to more than 20 million people — larger than Mexico City, Beijing, and Shanghai. 
Similarly, Chattogram, the country’s second largest city, has seen the number of recorded slums grow from 
186 in 1997, to 2216 in the 2014 Slum Census. 
 
Collectively, Dhaka and Chattogram slums make up for over 70% of the country’s slums. For our research, 
we worked on one of the biggest slums from each city, in total two slums from Dhaka and Chattogram.
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bMiew¯—‡Z evj¨weev‡ni we`¨gvb wPÎ 

19 eQi eqmx Av‡qkv 5 eQi eq‡m  Zvi gv-evevi mv‡_ XvKvq Av‡m| XvKvq cÖwZw`bB cÖvq 1,000 gvbyl G‡m R‡ov nq| Av‡qkv Rv‡b 
bv, †m KL‡bv Zvi MÖv‡g wd‡i hv‡e wKbv| gvÎ 15 eQi eq‡mB Zvi we‡q n‡q hvq| mviv gv‡mi msmvi LiP Pvwj‡q Zvi wiKkvIqvjv 
¯^vgxi c‡ÿ cÖwZ gv‡m Lye Aí UvKvB mÂq Kiv m¤¢e n‡Zv| GR‡b¨ Av‡qkv Zvi `yB mšÍv‡bi jvjb-cvjb Kivi c‡iI wewfbœ mg‡q 
kvwo‡Z Rwo-PzgwK emv‡bvi KvR Ki‡Zv| 
 
XvKvi †MvjKauvavgq fvOv‡Pviv wNwÄ ew¯Í Ry‡o hLb Avm‡ii (we‡K‡ji) Avhvb cÖwZaŸwbZ nq, †RvQbv bv‡gi Aí eqmx GKRb gv Zvi 
KvR †k‡l Zvi GK eQ‡ii †Q‡j‡K †Mvmj Kiv‡Z wb‡q hvq| †Q‡j‡K ‡Mvmj Kiv‡Z Kiv‡Z, †m Zvi ¯^‡cœi K_v Rvbvq, ÒXvKvq _vK‡Z 
Avgvi fvj jv‡Mbv| GLv‡b Amn¨ jv‡M| ZeyI Avwg GLv‡b AvwQ, KviY,  Avgvi GKUv ¯^cœ Av‡Q| Avwg Avgvi †Q‡j‡K fvj ¯‹z‡j 
cov‡ev, Avi MÖv‡gi evwo‡Z wKQy Rwg wKb‡ev| Zvici †Kvb GKw`b Avwg evwo‡Z wd‡i hve|Ó 

evsjv‡`k ey¨‡iv Ae ÷¨vwUmw÷Km& (weweGm) cwiPvwjZ 2014 mv‡ji ew¯Íïgvwi Abyhvqx, mviv‡`‡k 22.3 jÿ gvbyl ew¯Í‡Z emevm K‡i| 
2015 mvj ch©šÍ weMZ 17 eQ‡i ew¯Íi RbmsL¨v e„w×i nvi 60.43%|

eZ©gv‡b cÖvq 1.5 †KvwU RbmsL¨vi XvKv GLb we‡k¦i GKwU Ab¨Zg `ªæZ ea©Ykxj bMi| 1990 †_‡K 2005 Gi g‡a¨ XvKvi RbmsL¨v 
0.6 †KvwU †_‡K 1.2 †KvwU‡Z G‡m cÖvq wØ¸Y AvKvi jvf K‡i‡Q| RvwZms‡Ni aviYvg‡Z, 2025 mv‡ji g‡a¨ XvKv 2 †KvwUiI †ewk 
gvby‡li Avevm¯’j n‡q DV‡e, hv we‡k¦i Ab¨Zg Rbeûj kni †gw·‡Kv wmwU, †eBwRs Ges mvsnvB‡KI Qvwo‡q hv‡e| GKBfv‡e, 2014 
ew¯Íïgvix Abyhvqx, †`‡ki wØZxq e„nËg kni PÆMÖv‡g †iKW© cwigvb ew¯Íi msL¨v ‡e‡o‡Q, 1997 mv‡j hv wQj 186wU, 2014 mv‡j Zv 
†e‡o `vuovq 2216wU|

mviv †`‡ki ew¯Íi cÖvq 70% XvKv Ges PÆMÖv‡g Aew¯’Z| Avgv‡`i GB M‡elYvq, Avgiv cÖ‡Z¨K kni †_‡K GKwU K‡i †gvU `ywU Ab¨Zg 
eo ew¯Í‡Z KvR K‡iwQ|
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Background

Adolescents represent almost a fifth of the country’s total population. The advent of the garments 
manufacturing industry has exponentially increased employment opportunities and options, especially for 
adolescent girls, as 80% of four million garment workers are female. As a result, the number of adolescent 
girls working and/or studying is increasing. Their aspirations, needs, and desires are also changing and 
challenging existing norms, which has created a shift in traditional marriage arrangements. In these 
changing urban contexts, we know very little about their psycho-social wellbeing and daily lives: their 
aspirations, desires, needs, and the challenges they face in negotiating with family members, in peer and 
romantic relationships, decisions around work life, education, and mobility.

Socio-cultural norms and attitudes expect adolescent girls to marry young and raise children with little 
scope or freedom for an independent life. In the urban slum context, adolescent girls are mobile, with many 
having access to mobile phones, internet and social media. Within the slums and in the city they are visibly 
interacting with males and some are working in newly emerging occupations such as beauty parlours and a 
few in auto-mechanic workshops receiving training from NGOs. Other urban adolescent girls are engaged in 
garment factories, tailoring work and as domestic help. At the same time, easy access and abundant usage 
of digital technology have also created difficulties for adolescents, as older members of the community 
often blame technology for “prem” (love) and incidences of divorce among the younger generation.

While early pregnancy takes away opportunities for many girls, some are actively making decisions to avoid 
pregnancy by practicing birth control methods or continuing to study even after child marriage. As 
adolescent girls continue to exercise choice, within the private and public domain, they are at times at risk 
of ostracism and humiliation. In the urban context, there are many more options as well as challenges and 
dilemmas that adolescent girls have to grapple with.
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cUf~wg 

wK‡kvi-wK‡kvixiv †`‡ki m¤ú~Y© RbmsL¨vi cuvP fv‡Mi cÖvq GK fvM| ˆZwi‡cvlvK wkí Lv‡Zi we¯Í…wZ, Af‚Zc~e©fv‡e, we‡kl K‡i 
wK‡kvix‡`i Rb¨ PvKwii my‡hvM e„w× K‡i‡Q; †hLv‡b 40 jÿ Mv‡g©›Um Kg©xi 80%-B bvixKg©x| djkÖæwZ‡Z K‡g© wb‡qvwRZ wK‡kvix‡`i 
msL¨v evo‡Q| cvkvcvwk GI †`Lv hvq †h, wK‡kvix‡`i wkÿv MÖn‡Yi nviI evo‡Q| Gi d‡j Zv‡`i AvKv•¶v, Pvwn`v Ges B‡”Q¸‡jvI 
cÖwZwbqZ e`‡j hv‡”Q Ges cÖPwjZ mvgvwRK cÖ_vmg~n‡K P¨v‡jÄ Ki‡Q, hv HwZn¨MZ we‡q e¨e¯’vi ‡ÿ‡Î GK ai‡Yi cwieZ©b Avb‡Q| 
GB cwieZ©bkxj bMi Rxe‡bi †cÖwÿ‡Z, wK‡kvix‡`i g‡bv-mvgvwRK Ae¯’v Ges Zv‡`i cÖvZ¨wnK Rxeb m¤ú‡K© Avgv‡`i aviYv mxwgZ| 
d‡j, Zv‡`i AvKv•¶v, B‡”Q, Pvwn`v, Kg©Rxeb, wkÿv, I mwµqZv m¤ú‡K© Lye KgB Rvwb|  cvkvcvwk Zviv Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii m`m¨, 
mncvVx Ges fvjevmvi m¤ú‡K©i gvby‡li mv‡_ wewfbœ welq wb‡q Av‡jvPbv Ges wm×všÍ MÖnY Kivi †ÿ‡Î Zviv †hme euvavi m¤§yLxb nq, 
†m welq¸‡jvI M‡elYvq Lye GKUv D‡V Av‡m bv| mvgvwRK-mvs¯‹…wZK cÖ_v I g‡bvfve Abyhvqx aviYv Kiv nq †h, wK‡kvix †g‡qiv Aí 
eq‡mB we‡q Ki‡e Ges mšÍvb jvjb-cvjb Ki‡e| Zv‡`i G‡RwÝ, wb‡Ri ¯^vaxbZv Ges ¯^KxqZv m¤ú‡K© †Kvb `vex _vK‡e bv| 

bMi ew¯Íi †cÖwÿ‡Z †`Lv hvq †h, N‡ii evB‡i wK‡kvix‡`i PjvPj A‡bK †ekx| G‡`i A‡b‡KB †gvevBj †dvb, B›Uvi‡bU Ges mvgvwRK 
†hvMv‡hvM gva¨g e¨envi K‡i| †`Lv hvq †h, ew¯Íi wfZ‡i Ges evB‡i A‡bK †ekx †hvMv‡hvM n‡”Q, GgbwK Zviv wewfbœ cyiæ‡li mv‡_I 
K_v ej‡Q, wgk‡Q| A‡b‡KB bZzb ‰Zwi nIqv Kg©‡ÿÎ, †hgb weDwU cvijv‡i KvR Ki‡Q, Avevi G‡`i g‡a¨ ‡KD †KD GbwRI †_‡K 
cÖwkÿY wb‡q Mvwo †givg‡Zi KviLvbvq KvR Ki‡Q| Ab¨vb¨ wK‡kvixiv Mv‡g©›Um d¨v±ix, `wR©i †`vKvb, A_ev M„n¯’vjxi Kv‡R wb‡qvwRZ 
Av‡Q| mgv‡Ri ‡jvKRb cÖvqB Awf‡hvM K‡i _v‡Kb †h, †gvevBj †dvb, B›Uvi‡bU ev mvgvwRK †hvMv‡hvM gva¨‡gi mnRjf¨Zv Ges 
AwZwi³ e¨env‡ii d‡j cÖvqB Kgeqmx‡`i Ô†cÖgÕ Kivi cÖeYZv evo‡Q Ges GKB mv‡_ ‰eevwnK m¤ú‡K©i fvO‡bi nviI evo‡Q| †h‡nZz 
Aí eq‡m Mf©aviY wK‡kvix‡`i Rxeb †_‡K bvbvb my‡hvM †K‡o †bq, ZvB wKQz †g‡q Mf©aviY Gov‡bvi Rb¨ wb‡RivB mwµqfv‡e wm×všÍ 
wb‡”Q Ges Rb¥wbqš¿Y c×wZ e¨envi Ki‡Q|

Avevi A‡b‡K Aí eq‡m we‡q n‡q hvevi c‡iI cov‡jLv Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q| wK‡kvixiv †h‡nZy e¨w³MZ I mgvwRK Kvh©‡ÿ‡Î wb‡R‡`i gZ 
cÖKvk Ki‡Q,  mgv‡Ri †jvKRb GwU A‡bK mgq mnRfv‡e ‡bq bv| djkÖæwZ‡Z, GB me wK‡kvixiv AcgvwbZ nevi SuywK‡Z _v‡K Ges 
wKQzUv mgvR wew”Qbœ n‡q c‡o| kn‡ii cwi‡cÖwÿ‡Z, wK‡kvix †g‡q‡`i Rb¨ †hgb wewfbœ weKí Dcvq i‡q‡Q, †ZgbB A‡bK euvav-wecwËI 
i‡q‡Q, †h¸‡jvi mv‡_ Zv‡`i cÖwZwbqZ jovB Ki‡Z nq|
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Quantitative Component

Of the 2,136 adolescent girls and young women 
aged 13-24 years, 1,129 were married.  

. 927 married adolescent girls and young  
     women between the age of 13- 17 years

. 202 married adolescent girls and young
     women between the age of 18- 24 years

Qualitative Component

Of the 61 total qualitative interviews taken, 30 
were married and 31 were unmarried adolescent 
girls and young women. 

Of the 30 married respondents (four adolescent 
girls and 26 young women) :

. 24 were married by the age of 16

. 3 were married at the age of 17

. 3 married after the age of 18

Our research is a mixed-methods study where qualitative approach was taken for 145 respondents 
and a quantitative survey was conducted with 2,136 participants.

All of these figures are as reported by the adolescent girls and young women themselves. There is a 
high chance of age misreporting as Streatfield et. al. (2015)1 identified in their study at Matlab. The 
Matlab study found that almost two-thirds of 1,766 respondents misreported their age of marriage.

1Streatfield, P.K., Kamal, N., Ahsan, K.Z. and Nahar, Q., 2015.
Early marriage in Bangladesh: Not as Early as it Appears. Asian Population Studies, 11(1), pp.94-110.
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cwigvYMZ Ask

13-24 eQi eqmx 2,136 Rb wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi 
g‡a¨, 1,129 Rb weevwnZ, G‡`i g‡a¨:

. 13-17 eQi eq‡mi g‡a¨ we‡q n‡q‡Q 927 R‡bi   

. 18-24 eQi eq‡mi g‡a¨ we‡q n‡q‡Q 202 R‡bi

¸YMZ Ask

me©‡gvU 61wU ¸YMZ mvÿvrKvi †bqv n‡q‡Q hvi g‡a¨ 30 
Rb weevwnZ Ges 31 Rb AweevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx 
bvix i‡q‡Q|

30 Rb weevwnZ DËi`vZvi g‡a¨
(4 Rb wK‡kvix Ges 26 Rb Aíeqmx bvix):

. 24 R‡bi 16 eQi eq‡mi g‡a¨B we‡q n‡q‡Q

. 3 R‡bi 17 eQi eq‡m we‡q n‡q‡Q

. 3 Rb 18 eQi eq‡mi c‡i we‡q K‡i‡Q

GB M‡elYvq Z_¨ msMÖ‡ni Rb¨ ¸bMZ Ges cwigvbMZ, Dfq c×wZ e¨envi Kiv n‡q‡Q| †hLv‡b 145 Rb DËi`vZvi g‡a¨ 
¸bMZ mgxÿY MÖnY Kiv n‡q‡Q Ges 2,136 Rb AskMÖnYKvixi Dci cwigvbMZ Rixc cwiPvjbv Kiv n‡q‡Q|  

we‡qi eq‡mi GB Z_¨¸‡jv wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixiv wb‡RivB Rvwb‡q‡Qb| gZj‡ei GKwU M‡elYvq w÷ªUwdì (2015)1  
‡`wL‡q‡Qb †h, we‡qi eqm m¤ú‡K© Z_¨`vZv‡`i fzj Z_¨ †`evi cÖeYZv i‡q‡Q, hv Avgv‡`i M‡elYvi †ÿ‡ÎI cÖ‡hvR¨ n‡Z 
cv‡i| gZj‡ei M‡elYvq cvIqv hvq †h, 1,766 DËi`vZvi cÖvq `yB-Z…Zxqvsk Zv‡`i we‡qi eqm m¤^‡Ü fzj Z_¨ w`‡q‡Q|

1Streatfield, P.K., Kamal, N., Ahsan, K.Z. and Nahar, Q., 2015.
Early marriage in Bangladesh: Not as Early as it Appears. Asian Population Studies, 11(1), pp.94-110.



Survery Findings

= 10

Were married before turning 18
82%
927 out of 1,129 surveyed ever-married adolescent girls and young women from our survey

Were married off before turning 15
43%

Belong to the 13-18 year age group
33%
305 out of the 927 early married
adolescent girls and young women

622 out of the 927 early married 
adolescent girls and young women

Belong to the 19-24 year age group
67%

16
Overall median age

of marriage 

year
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= 10

Rwi‡c cvIqv Z_¨

18 eQi eqm nevi Av‡MB we‡q n‡q‡Q
82%
Avgv‡`i Rwi‡c cÖvß Z_¨vbyhvqx, weevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi 1,129 R‡bi g‡a¨ 927 Rb

15 eQi eqm nevi Av‡MB we‡q n‡q‡Q
43%

13-18 eQi eqmx
33%
927 Rb wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi g‡a¨ 305 Rb

927 Rb wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi g‡a¨ 622 Rb
19-24 eQi eqmx
67%

16
we†qi Mo eqm 

eQi
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Adolescent Girls’ Narratives
Out of 61 unmarried and married adolescent girls and young women we interviewed over 
the course of this study, we selected 20 case studies that depict the heterogeneous lives of 
adolescent girls and young women living in the urban slums. This photo narrative is grouped 
under the following themes:

Dynamics of Child Marriage

Opportunities and Challenges of Delaying Marriage

Changing Aspirations and Negotiating Agency

|   Page 34

|   Page 90

|   Page 130

wK‡kvix‡`i Rxeb-Kvwnbx
mgMÖ M‡elYvq Avgiv †h 61 Rb AweevwnZ I weevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi mv¶vrKvi wb‡qwQ, Zvi ga¨ †_‡K 
20wU †Km-÷vwW wbe©vPb Kiv n‡q‡Q hv bMi ew¯Í‡Z emevmKvix wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvix‡`i Rxe‡bi bvbvwea wPÎ Zz‡j 
a‡i| GB d‡Uv-b¨v‡iwUfwU wb‡Pi Av‡jvP¨ welq Abyhvqx mvRv‡bv n‡q‡Q:

 evj¨weev‡ni bvbvg~Lx ‡cÖ¶vcU

†`wi‡Z we‡qi myweav I evuavmg~n 

cwieZ©bkxj AvKv•¶v I ev¯—evq‡bi m¶gZv

|   c…ôv 34

|   c…ôv 90

|   c…ôv 130



evj¨weev‡ni bvbvg~Lx ‡cª¶vcU

Dynamics of Child Marriage
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Photo to photo (respondent shared her own
wedding photos with us)

Qwe †_‡K Qwe (DËi`vZv wb‡Ri we‡qi Qwe Avgv‡`i ‡`wL‡q‡Qb)

From our survey of 1,129 ever-married adolescent girls and young women , 82% were married before the 
age of 18. The median age of marriage is 16 years. In addition, in the qualitative interviews, of the 30 
married adolescent girls and young women we spoke to, 27 were married before the age of 18. As the 
data reveals, while structural factors such as poverty, school drop-outs, remain persistent, we came 
across additional factors that seem to play a critical role in influencing decisions for child marriage. In 
our survey, among 1,1,29 married girls, availability of suitable groom (22%), love relationship (20%) and 
proposal from groom’s family (15%) were the top three reasons that influenced child marriage. 

To shed light on these various contexts which frequently came up during our interviews with married 
adolescents and young adults, we have selected quotations and case stories around each theme, which 
are presented in the following chapters.

Rwi‡c †`Lv hvq †h - 1,129 Rb weevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi g‡a¨ 82% Z_¨`vZvi 18 eQi c~Y© nevi Av‡MB we‡q n‡q‡Q| 
we‡qi Mo eqm n‡jv 16 eQi| GiB mv‡_, †h 30 Rb weevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi mv‡_ ̧ YMZ mvÿvrKvi †bqv n‡q‡Q, Zv‡`i 
g‡a¨ 27 R‡bi 18 eQi c~Y© nevi Av‡MB we‡q n‡q‡Q| M‡elYvi DcvË Abyhvqx, mgvwRK wewfbœ KvVv‡gvMZ wbqvgK evj¨weev‡ni 
wm×všÍ‡K cÖfvweZ K‡i| Gÿ‡Î `vwi`ª¨, ¯‹zj †_‡K S‡i cov BZ¨vw` g~j wbqvgK wn‡m‡e KvR Ki‡jI, wKQz AwZwi³ wbqvgK G‡ÿ‡Î 
¸iæZ¡c~Y© f~wgKv cvjb K‡i| Rwi‡c †`Lv hvq - 1,129 Rb weevwnZ †g‡qi g‡a¨ †h wZbwU KviY evj¨weev‡ni wm×všÍ‡K me‡P‡q †ewk 
cÖfvweZ K‡i‡Q, Zv n‡jv - Dchy³ cvÎ cvIqv (22%), fvjevmvi m¤úK© (20%) Ges cv‡Îi cwiev‡ii KvQ †_‡K we‡qi cÖ¯Íve 
cvIqv (15%)| weevwnZ Z_¨`vZv‡`i mv‡_ ¸YMZ mvÿvrKv‡iI G welq¸wj evievi D‡V G‡m‡Q|

G welq¸‡jv‡Z Av‡jvKcvZ Kivi Rb¨ cÖwZwU g~j Av‡jvP¨ welq‡K †K›`ª K‡i Avgiv wKQz Dw³ I †Km-÷vwW wbe©vPb K‡iwQ, hv 
cieZ©x Aa¨vq¸‡jv‡Z Dc¯’vcb Kiv n‡q‡Q|
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When we met Rekha, we were struck by her bright, intelligent eyes and hopeful smile, but we could not help 
but notice her bruises, which were showing through. Although only 16 years old, Rekha has been married for 
over nine months. 

Rekha was orphaned from birth; the responsibility for her care fell on her grandmother, but, after a few 
years, Rekha’s grandmother passed away. So, she was sent off to live with one of her paternal aunts. 
Unfortunately, this arrangement did not last long either, as her uncle quickly grew wary of having to provide 
for another member in the house.

Eventually, Rekha was sent to live with another aunt who, along with her son Arif, took Rekha in with open 
arms, full of love and care. This happy period in Rekha’s life came to an abrupt end when her cousin Arif got 
married and his new wife felt threatened for having to live with a young, unmarried female under the same 
roof. Life became miserable for Rekha, she thought her only way out of this misery was to get married and 
move out. She was only 15 at the time. 

 “My aunt found me a good suitor. Everyone from his family and mine were ready to go ahead,

but the boy’s mother and sister vetoed the wedding after learning that I was an orphan.”

Absence Of Family Support

Six out of 30 married adolescent girls and young women from our qualitative  sample, and 14.3% of 1,129 
ever-married adolescent girls and young women from the survey, are orphans (or abandoned by at least one 
parent), who consider marriage as a way of gaining stability and position in society.
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The prospective in-laws were concerned that their son would miss out on “jamai-ador”, which is the tradition of 
pampering the son-in-law with food, accommodation, dowry, and all other means of hospitality. Eventually, 
after the first proposal fell through,  another suitor came along: 

“I was so desperate to get married and have a home that I immediately said yes to the next suitor;

I did not hesitate or think of anything else. It was only after I got married that I learned that

being married comes with a lot responsibilities, especially for the wife.

I had never seen a wooden stove before getting married but, I need to cook on that stove now.

I never cooked or washed clothes before, but now I have to do all that and more.

On top of that, I get a good beating every now and then from my husband;

I cannot sleep on my right side from the last beating I got from him.“

Rekha told us how her life changed after marriage and how she regrets getting married in such haste:

“I was independent before getting married, but now I no longer feel free.

I lived for over two years with my aunt at her house in Dhanmondi.

I miss her. I want to visit her, but I can’t.”
 

In addition to Rekha’s loss of freedom, she now faces pressure to have a baby.  

“My husband and in-laws want me to have a baby as soon as possible.

They do not think of my age, that I am only 16.

My husband is unemployed and does nothing productive with his time,

I am all alone in this world.”
 

Rekha’s story is not unusual. She initially chose to marry because she felt she had no other options and wanted 
a better life for herself. Now, she is unhappily married, overburdened with household responsibilities, and is 
likely to become a mother soon, unwillingly. At just 16-year-old, she has lost her childhood and has been  forced 
into becoming an adult, sacrificing her hopes and opportunities for a better future.



Page 43 | c…ôv 43

Avgv‡`i hLb †iLvi mv‡_ †`Lv n‡jv, Avgiv Zvi D¾¡j, eyw×`xß Ges Avkvc~Y© nvwm †`‡L wew¯§Z n‡qwQjvg, KviY Zvi kix‡ii wewfbœ 
As‡k Avgiv AvNv‡Zi wPýI †`L‡Z cvB| ‡iLvi GLb eqm 16, 9 gvm n‡jv Zvi we‡q n‡q‡Q|

†iLv R‡b¥i ci †_‡KB Abv_| cÖ_‡g Zvi fiY-‡cvl‡Yi `vwqZ¡ wQj Zvi `vw`i, wKš‘ K‡qK eQi ci Zvi `vw`I gviv hvb| Zvici Zv‡K 
Zvi GK dzcyi Kv‡Q cvwV‡q †`qv nq| `yf©vM¨ekZt †mLv‡bI †m ‡ewkw`b _vK‡Z cv‡i wb|  Zvi dzcv Zv‡K ivL‡Z Pvqwb, Kvib evwo‡Z 
GKRb evowZ m`‡m¨i fiY‡cvlY Ki‡Z Zvi Abxnv wQj|

Gici †iLv‡K Av‡iKRb dzcyi Kv‡Q cvVv‡bv nq| GB dzcy Ges Zvi  †Q‡j Avwid, `yR‡bB †iLv‡K Lye AvšÍwiKfv‡eB MÖnY K‡i| †iLvi 
Rxe‡b GB my‡Li mgqI †ewkw`b wU‡Kwb| Kvib Avwi‡di we‡qi c‡i Zvi ¯¿x GKRb Aíeqmx I AweevwnZ ‡g‡qi mv‡_ GKB evmvq emevm 
Ki‡Z Am¤§wZ Rvbvq| †iLvi Rxeb `ywe©ln n‡q I‡V, Zvi Kv‡Q g‡b nq GB Amnbxq Ae¯’v †_‡K gyw³i GKgvÎ c_ n‡jv we‡q K‡i †mLvb 
†_‡K †ewi‡q hvIqv| hw`I ZLb Zvi eqm wQj gvÎ 15 eQi|

“Avgvi Lvjv Avgvi we‡qi Rb¨ GKRb fvj cvÎ Luy‡R cvq| mevB GB we‡q‡Z ivwRI wQj|

wKš‘ hLb Rvb‡Z cv‡i Avwg Abv_, cv‡Îi gv Avi †evb Avi ivwR nq bv|”

cvwievwiK mg_©‡bi Abycw¯’wZ

¸YMZ bgybvi 30 Rb weevwnZ wK‡kvix †g‡q I Aíeqmx bvixi g‡a¨ 6 Rb, Ges Rwi‡ci 1,129 Rb weevwnZ wK‡kvix †g‡q I Aíeqmx 
bvixi 14.3% Abv_ (A_ev gv-evevi †h‡Kvb GKRb AwffveK KZ©„K cwiZ¨v³), hviv g‡b K‡i ‡h‡nZz Zviv Abv_ wQj ev Zv‡`i 
evev-gv‡qi †h †Kvb GKRb wQj bv, ZvB mgv‡R w¯’iZv Ges Ae¯’vb jv‡fi GKwU gva¨g n‡jv we‡q|
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m¤¢ve¨ cvÎ-cÿ a‡iB wb‡qwQj †h, mvaviYZ we‡qi c‡i †Q‡jiv k¦ïievwo‡Z †h ai‡bi RvgvB-Av`i cvq, ‡m¸‡jv †_‡K Zv‡`i †Q‡j ewÂZ 
n‡e| d‡j, Zviv we‡qwU †f‡½ †`q|  c‡i, Ab¨ Avi GKwU cÖ¯Íve Av‡m:

“we‡qi Rb¨ Ges GKUv cwiev‡ii Rb¨ Avwg GZUvB A‰ah¨© n‡q D‡VwQjvg †h,

Gic‡ii we‡qi cÖ¯Íve Avmv gvÎB Avwg nu¨v e‡j †`B| Avgvi †Kvb A¯^w¯Í nq bvB Ges Avwg Ab¨wKQz wPšÍvI Kwi bvB|

we‡qi c‡iB Avwg Avm‡j eyS‡Z cvijvg †h, we‡q gv‡bB A‡bK `vwqZ¡, we‡kl K‡i †g‡q‡`i Rb¨| 

we‡qi Av‡M Avwg KL‡bv jvKwoi Pzjv †`wL bvB| wKš‘ GLb Avgv‡K †mB Pzjv‡ZB ivbœv Ki‡Z nq|

Avwg wb‡R KL‡bv ivbœv Kwi bvB ev Kvco ayB bvB, wKš‘ GLb †m¸‡jvmn Av‡ivI A‡bK KvRB Avgv‡K Ki‡Z nq|

Zvi Dc‡i, Avgvi ¯^vgx cÖvqB Avgv‡K gvi‡avi K‡i|

†klevi hLb gvi‡jv, Zvi ci †_‡K Wvbw`‡K KvZ n‡q ï‡Z cvwibv|”

†iLv Avgv‡`i Rvbvq we‡qi ci wKfv‡e Zvi Rxeb e`‡j †Mj Ges Ggb Zvovûov K‡i we‡qi Kivi Rb¨ †m †Kgb Avd‡mvm K‡i: 

“we‡qi Av‡M Avwg A‡bK ¯^vaxb wQjvg, wKš‘ GLb Avi †ZgbwU g‡b nq bv|

avbgwÛ‡Z Avgvi Lvjvi evmvq Zvi mv‡_ Avwg `yB eQ‡ii †ewk mgq wQjvg|

Zvi K_v Lye g‡b c‡o| Zv‡K †`L‡Z †h‡Z PvB, wKš‘ cvwibv|” 

†iLvi fvebvq, †m †h ïaygvÎ civaxb, ZvB-B bq, Zv‡K GLbB ev”Pv †bqvi Rb¨ Pviw`K †_‡K Pvc †`qv n‡”Q|

“Avgvi ¯^vgx Avi k¦ïi evwoi †jv‡Kiv Pvq †h Avwg †hb hZ ZvovZvwo m¤¢e ev”Pv †bB|

Zviv Avgv‡K wb‡q wPšÍv K‡ibv †h, Avgvi eqm gvÎ 16|

Avgvi ¯^vgx †eKvi Ges Avq-DcvR©‡bi Rb¨ wKQzB K‡ibv,

GB `ywbqv‡Z Avwg GK`g GKv|”
†iLvi MíwU Lye mvaviY| †m cÖ_gZ we‡q Ki‡Z †P‡qwQj KviY Zvi g‡b n‡qwQj †h, GQvov Zvi Avi †Kvb weKí †bB Ges wb‡Ri Rb¨ †m 
GKwU fvj Rxeb †P‡qwQj| GLb †m weevwnZ Rxe‡b AmyLx, M„n¯’vjxi Kv‡Ri Pv‡c RR©wiZ Ges wbR B”Qvi weiæ‡× Zv‡K gv n‡Z n‡e| GKwU 
DbœZ fwel¨Z cvIqvi mKj Avkv Ges mKj my‡hvM-myweav‡K wemR©b w`‡q †m gvÎ 16 eQi eq‡m we‡q K‡i‡Q| G‡Z †m Zvi ‰kke nvwi‡q‡Q| 
GgbwK we‡q Kivi d‡j gvÎ 16 eQi eq‡mB †m mvgvwRKfv‡e cÖvßeq‡¯‹i ZKgv †c‡q‡Q|  





Sexual harassment and violence is rampant in urban slums. Most adolescent girls and young women feel at 
risk and often face harassment the moment they step outside their homes and locality, particularly at 
night. While sexual assault targets both married and unmarried females, single, adolescent girls are seen as 
especially vulnerable, which often makes parents anxious to marry them off as early as possible. For many 
parents early marriage is seen as a protective factor for their daughters. 

Meeta, the mother of 15-year-old Lubna, was asked if she would wait and marry her daughter off after she 
turned 18. At first Meeta shared that she would prefer to wait but, within minutes, when questions on 
security and safety within the slums were brought up for discussion, she said she would prefer an earlier 
marriage for her daughter. Her views reveal that protecting the chastity of a young girl in the slum was a 
daunting task. She shared the following incident, which took place in her locality:

 “Just couple months ago, a teenage girl in this locality was raped and tortured
by a local gang of boys who found her alone in her home.

These boys are associated with many crimes and muggings in the area,
but nobody reports against them and they bribe the police so they never get arrested.

We want to postpone our daughter’s marriage but,
when I think of what that girl and her family is going through,

“amar shorir er lom dariye jai” (I get goosebumps).”

Crime and Harassment

From our survey: 32% of 1,129 ever-married adolescent girls and young women said
they married early due to concern of their parents over their safety and security.
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kn‡ii ew¯Í¸‡jv‡Z †hŠb nqivwb Ges mwnsmZv GKwU wbZ¨‰bwgwËK e¨vcvi Ges LyeB D‡ØMRbK| †ewkifvM wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixiv 
†hŠb nqivwb Ges mwnsmZvi NUbvq me‡P‡q †ekx SyuwKi g‡a¨ _v‡K e‡j wb‡RivB g‡b K‡i|  cÖvqkB Ni Ges GjvKv †_‡K evB‡i, we‡kl 
K‡i iv‡Zi †ejv, †ei nIqv gvÎB Zviv nqivwbi wkKvi nq| hw`I weevwnZ I AweevwnZ bvix, Df‡qB †hŠb nqivwbi wkKvi n‡Z cv‡i, 
Zey †`Lv hvq, AweevwnZ wK‡kvixiv A‡bK †ekx Gi wkKvi| d‡j Zv‡`i `ªæZ we‡q †`evi Rb¨ Zv‡`i Awffve‡Kiv DwØMœ _v‡K| A‡bK 
AwffveKB wbivcËv iÿvi ¯^v‡_© Aí eq‡mB Zv‡`i †g‡q‡`i we‡q w`‡q †`qv‡K GKwU Dcvq wn‡m‡e we‡ePbv K‡i| 

15 eQi eqmx jyebvi gv wgZv‡K wR‡Ám Kiv n‡qwQj, wZwb Zvi †g‡qi we‡qi Rb¨ 18 eQi eqm nIqv ch©šÍ A‡cÿv Ki‡eb wKbv| cÖ_‡g 
wgZv e‡jb †h, wZwb A‡cÿv Ki‡eb| wKš‘ ew¯Íi wfZ‡ii wbivcËv I myiÿvi welqwU Av‡jvPbvq D‡V Avmv gvÎB, wZwb Zvi gZwU cv‡ë 
†d‡jb| wZwb e‡jb †h, wZwb Zvi †g‡qi Aí eq‡mi we‡q‡KB †e‡Q wb‡eb| Zvi K_v †_‡K †evSv hvw”Qj †h, ew¯Í‡Z GKwU Aíeqmx †g‡qi 
mZxZ¡ iÿv Kiv KZUv KwVb! wZwb GKwU NUbv eY©bv K‡ib hv Zvi GjvKvq N‡UwQj: 

“K‡qK gvm Av‡M, GB GjvKvq GK`j hyeK GKRb wK‡kvix‡K Zvi N‡i GKv †c‡q al©Y K‡i Ges AZ¨vPvi K‡i|

GB hye‡Kiv GjvKvi wewfbœ Aciva I wQbZvB‡qi mv‡_ RwoZ, wKš‘ †KD Zv‡`i weiæ‡× Awf‡hvM K‡ibv

Ges cywjk‡K Nyl †`evi Kvi‡b Zv‡`i‡K †MÖßviI Kiv nqbv|

Avgiv Aí eq‡m Avgv‡`i †g‡qi we‡q w`‡Z PvB bv,

wKš‘ hLb H †g‡q I Zvi cwiev‡ii K_v wPšÍv Kwi, ZLb Avgvi kix‡ii †jvg `uvwo‡q hvq|”

Aciva I nqivwb

Rwi‡c †`Lv hvq - 1,129 Rb weevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi g‡a¨ 32% e‡j‡Q †h
 gv-eveviv Zv‡`i wbivcËv wb‡q LyeB `ywðšÍv Ki‡Zv Ges GB Kvi‡Y Zv‡`i Aí eq‡m we‡q n‡q‡Q| 
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When 14-year-old Brishti was asked to talk about how she got married, she replied:

“I met my husband at school, we were in love. We fled the slum, but got caught at the train station.
My parents brought us back and married us off, because of rumours spreading that we were sleeping together.”

Brishti’s story is common in Bangladesh’s urban slums. Adolescents no longer consider love relationships, 
or intimacy as things that are taboo. During our focus-group discussions, both adolescent girls and boys 
openly talked about being in relationships freely in front of each other, while some even shared anecdotes 
about other friends or peers engaging in physical intimacy. Their responses were regarded as common 
and were often accompanied with naughty remarks and mischievous smirks, but there didn’t seem to be 
any outward signs of negativity or stigma. 

Leela, 16 years old, was asked to share her thoughts on relationships and marriage,
to which she answered: 

“Having a boyfriend is fun; you go on dates and get gifts from him, I have been with three boys so far.
I move on to the next once I start to lose interest, I am not looking for marriage.”

Choosing Own Partners

From our survey, 20% of 1129 ever-married adolescent girls and young women
admitted to marrying early because of love affairs.
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Parents and community members often blame smartphones and social media as the reason for love 
relationships and marriage amongst adolescents. Mobile phones and the internet allow for a space in 
which adolescent girls and boys are able to freely interact with each other, away from prying eyes and 
gossiping community members. Smartphones, and Facebook have made it easier for young people to 
send each other photos and couples are able to talk to each other when convenient for them. Boys often 
buy mobile phones for their girlfriends with phone cards to talk and conversations are usually carried out 
at night when their parents are asleep.

With access to smartphones, adolescents now have the ability to freely interact with each other, flirt, and 
engage in intimate relationships and bypass gatekeepers. Some of these interactions were more 
commonly reported in the urban context than rural.



Page 59 | c…ôv 59

hLb 14 eQi eqmx e„wó‡K wR‡Ám Kiv nq †h, †m wKfv‡e we‡q K‡i‡Q, †m e‡j,

“¯‹z‡j Avgvi ¯^vgxi mv‡_ Avgvi ‡`Lv nq, Avgv‡`i †cÖg n‡q hvq|

Avgiv ew¯Í †_‡K cvwj‡q hvB, wKš‘ †Uªb †÷k‡b wM‡q aiv c‡o hvB| Avgvi gv-evev Avgv‡`i †diZ wb‡q Av‡m|

Avgiv GKmv‡_ ¯^vgx-¯¿xi g‡Zv ivZ KvwU‡qwQ GB ¸Re Qov‡bvi d‡j Avgv‡`i evev-gv Avgv‡`i we‡q w`‡q †`q|” 

evsjv‡`‡k knivÂ‡ji ew¯Í‡Z e„wói Rxe‡b N‡U hvIqv GB NUbv ninv‡gkvB ‡`Lv hvq| wK‡kvi-wK‡kvixiv fvjevmvi m¤úK© ev AšÍi½ 
nIqv‡K GLb Avi wbwl× g‡b K‡ibv| Avgv‡`i `jxq Av‡jvPbvq, wK‡kvi Ges wK‡kvixiv, DfqB Zv‡`i g‡a¨ Ggb Ôm¤úK©Õ wb‡q 
†Lvjv‡gjvfv‡e K_v e‡j‡Q| Avevi G‡`i g‡a¨ A‡b‡K Zv‡`i eÜz ev mncvVx‡`i ga¨Kvi kvixwiK m¤úK© wb‡qI imv‡jv K_v e‡j‡Q| 
Zviv †Kvb RoZv QvovB G¸‡jv wb‡q K_v e‡j‡Q|

16 eQi eqmx jxjv‡K GKUv †Q‡j Ges GKUv †g‡qi g‡a¨ GB fvjevmvi m¤úK© Ges we‡q wb‡q
Zvi fvebv Kx wR‡Ám Kivq †m e‡j, 

“eq‡d«Û (‡cÖwgK) _vKvUv †ek gRvi; Zvi mv‡_ Nyi‡Z hvI Ges Zvi KvQ †_‡K wMdU bvI. . .

Avwg G ch©šÍ wZbRb †Q‡ji mv‡_ ‡cÖg K‡iwQ| Avwg GKR‡bi Dci AvMÖn nvwi‡q †dj‡j, Ab¨ Av‡iK R‡bi mv‡_ †cÖg Kwi|

Avwg GLbB we‡qi K_v fvewQ bv|” 

wb‡Ri cQ›`mB m½x wbe©vPb

Rwi‡c cvIqv 1,129 Rb weevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi 20% ¯^xKvi K‡i‡Q †h
Zviv fvjevmvi m¤ú‡K©i Kvi‡b Aí eq‡m we‡q K‡i‡Q|



wK‡kvi-wK‡kvix‡`i g‡a¨ fvjevmvi m¤úK© Ges ‡cÖ‡gi we‡qi Rb¨ AwffveK I mgv‡Ri ‡jvKRb cÖvqkB ¯§vU©‡dvb Ges mvgvwRK 
†hvMv‡hvM gva¨g‡K `vqx K‡i| wK‡kvi Ges wK‡kvixiv †gvevBj †dvb I B›Uvi‡bU e¨envi K‡i wb‡Riv wb‡R‡`i mv‡_ †hvMv‡hvM K‡i, 
Zviv wb‡Ri †cÖ‡gi m¤úK© K‡i| †gvevBj †dvb I B›Uvi‡b‡Ui gva‡g †hvMv‡hv‡Mi Ggb GKwU RvqMv ˆZix nq, †hLv‡b  mgv‡Ri 
†jvKR‡bi A‡MvP‡iB Zviv gy³fv‡e G‡K A‡b¨i mv‡_ wgk‡Z cv‡i| ¯§vU©‡dvb, GgGgGm, Ges †dmeyK Aíeqmx‡`i g‡a¨ G‡K 
Ab¨‡K Qwe cvVv‡bv Ges K_v ejv‡K mnR K‡i w`‡q‡Q| K_v ejvi Rb¨ †Q‡jiv cÖvqB Zv‡`i Mvj©‡d«Û‡`i (†cÖwgKv) †gvevBj Ges 
†dvbKvW© wK‡b †`q| mvaviYZ iv‡Zi †ejv Zv‡`i gv-evev Nywg‡q hvevi c‡i Zviv K_vevZ©v e‡j|

¯§vU©‡dv‡bi GB mnRjf¨Zvi Kvi‡Y, wK‡kvi-wK‡kvixiv G‡K A‡b¨i mv‡_ mnRfv‡e †hvMv‡hvM Ki‡Z cv‡i, fvjevmvi m¤ú‡K© Rov‡Z 
cv‡i, d¬vU© Ki‡Z cv‡i, Ges AwffveK‡`i bRi`vwi  D‡cÿv Ki‡Z cv‡i| GB ai‡Yi NUbv MÖv‡gi †_‡K kn‡i A‡bK †ekx N‡U e‡j 
Avgv‡`i Z_¨`vZviv Rvwb‡q‡Q| 
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On her way to school and back, Rupa (16) would always be followed by a young man, a C.N.G. auto-rickshaw driver 
named Dipu, aged 21. He sent romantic proposals to Rupa through local shopkeepers and friends, who would 
vouch for him and describe how deeply Dipu cared for her. After continuously rejecting Dipu for an entire year, 
Rupa changed her mind. During their year-long affair, Dipu was nothing but respectful and also quite shy. Despite 
her initial reservations about the relationship, Rupa slowly warmed up to him.

“We never went out to the cinemas,
he never looked at my face when he was talking to me, and I liked that very much.

I thought he was a very shy and modest person.”

They would rarely see each other and when they did, it was only for a brief moment when Rupa was on her way 
to school in the morning. They talked on the phone when Rupa was able to borrow her mother’s mobile, and the 
relationship continued on in secret  without her parents’ knowledge. After  a while, Dipu started pressuring Rupa 
into marrying him.

Observations and interviews with adolescents and community members reveal that rumours of romantic 
relationships spread rapidly in the slums. Rupa’s case was no different. Once they learned of Dipu, Rupa’s parents 
immediately opposed the relationship. Her father was an influential leader, and his reputation was at risk if Rupa 
married someone below their social status. Rupa herself was nervous about being with Dipu but she was scolded 
and beaten for being involved with him. She ended the relationship but Dipu was not willing to let it go.

Emotional Blackmail

From our qualitative research, 10 out of 30 married adolescent girls and young women confessed to marrying due 
to  coercion from their boyfriends. Our survey found 38% married girls (1,129) were engaged in love relationships.
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On the evening before her last SSC  exam, Dipu along with five of his friends, kidnapped Rupa and took her to a 
nearby area outside of the slum. Dipu claimed he had poison with him, which he threatened to consume if Rupa 
refused his marriage proposal. He also added that if she refused, he and his friends would make sure that the 
blame for his suicide would fall on Rupa and her family. 

“He had a bottle of poison in his hands and told me he would drink it if I didn't agree to marry him.”  

- an anxious 16-year-old Rupa explained the circumstances that led to her marriage. 

She further shared,  

“My heart stopped; hearing that my parents would be taken to jail because of me.
If I didn’t agree, he would commit suicide, and I thought, yes,

it really would become my fault for which my parents will have to pay;
I couldn’t think clearly anymore.”

Rupa pleaded with Dipu, begged to be taken back to her home but, he answered with absolute confidence,

“You have already stayed four nights outside of your house, with me. 
Even though nothing has happened, no one will believe that.

They will say you slept with me and had sex, which will bring shame upon you and your family, 
should you decide to return unmarried. Can you live with that?”

Rupa’s case mirrors many other cases of adolescents, both boys and girls, who are being coerced to marry  
through manipulative, and suicidal threats from their respective love interests. During FGDs, many of the 
adolescent girls complained how boys tend to threaten to expose pictures taken together or spread rumours of 
physical intimacy if the girl wanted to break up or not get married. As a result, these adolescent girls and their 
families are left with little to no choice. For many of these adolescent girls, being coerced into an “official 
marriage” is far more socially acceptable compared to eloping. 
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iƒcv‡K (16) Zvi ¯‹z‡j hvIqv I Avmvi c‡_, w`cy bv‡gi 21 eQi eqmx GKRb wmGbwR A‡UvwiKkv PvjK memgqB AbymiY Ki‡Zv| †m ¯’vbxq 
†`vKvb`vi I eÜz-evÜ‡ei gva¨‡g iƒcv‡K †cÖ‡gi cÖ¯Íve w`‡Zv, hviv iƒcvi Kv‡Q w`cyi A‡bK cÖksmv Ki‡Zv Ges w`cy Zv‡K KZUv fvjev‡m Zvi 
eY©bv w`‡Zv| GK eQi a‡i w`cy‡K cÖZ¨vLvb Kivi c‡i iƒcv Zvi wm×všÍ e`jvq| Zv‡`i   ‡cÖ‡gi m¤úK© cÖvq GKeQi| iƒcvi g‡Z, w`cy wQ‡jv 
A‡bK jvRyK Ges Zv‡K A‡bK m¤§vb Ki‡Zv| GB m¤úK© wb‡q cÖ_‡g Awb”Qv _vK‡jI, iƒcv ax‡i ax‡i Zvi (w`cyi) cÖwZ AvMÖnx nq: 
 

“Avgiv KL‡bv wm‡bgv †`L‡Z hvB bvB|

K_v ejvi mgq †m KL‡bv Avgvi gy‡Li w`‡K ZvKvq ch©šÍ bvB, Avi GBUvB Avgvi me‡P‡q †ewk fvj †j‡M‡Q|

Avwg †f‡ewQjvg, †m LyeB jvRyK Ges f`ª|”
iƒcvi ¯‹z‡j hvIqvi c‡_ Lye Aí mg‡qi R‡b¨ gv‡S g‡a¨ mKv‡j Zv‡`i †`Lv n‡Zv| Zviv mvaviYZ †dv‡b †hvMv‡hvM Ki‡Zv| iƒcv Zvi gv‡qi 
†gvevBj †dv‡bB K_v ej‡Zv, wKš‘ Zvi gv GUv Rvb‡Zv bv| 

Avi Gfv‡e AwffveK‡`i A‡MvP‡i Zv‡`i ‡cÖ‡gi m¤úK© Pj‡Z _v‡K| wKQzw`b ci, w`cy iƒcv‡K we‡qi Rb¨ Pvc w`‡Z ïiæ K‡i| mvÿvrKvi Ges 
ch©‡eÿ‡Y †`Lv hvq †h, ew¯Í GjvKvq †cÖ‡gi m¤ú‡K©i K_v ̀ ªæZ Qovq| iƒcvi †ÿ‡ÎI ZvB n‡q‡Q| w`cyi e¨vcv‡i Rvb‡Z cvivi mv‡_ mv‡_B iƒcvi 
gv-evev GB m¤ú‡K©i we‡ivwaZv K‡i| iƒcvi evev GjvKvi GKRb cÖfvekvjx †bZv, ZvB iƒcv hw` Zv‡`i mvgvwRK Ae¯’v‡bi †P‡q wb‡Pi KvD‡K 
we‡q K‡i Zvn‡j Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii m¤§vbnvwb n‡e| w`cyi mv‡_ m¤ú‡K©i Kvi‡b iƒcv wb‡RB A¯^w¯Í‡Z wQj| w`cyi mv‡_ Zvi GB †cÖ‡gi m¤ú‡K©i 
Kvi‡Y Zv‡K eKv-SKv I gvi‡avi Kiv nq| †m GB m¤ú‡K©i BwZ Uvb‡Z PvB‡jI w`cy wQ‡jv bv‡Qvoev›`v | 

gvbwmK wbcxob

¸YMZ M‡elYvi 30 Rb weevwnZ wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi g‡a¨ 10 Rb ¯^xKvi K‡i‡Q †h, Zv‡`i eq‡d«Ûiv (†cÖwgK) Zv‡`i‡K †Rvi 
K‡i we‡q K‡i‡Q| Rwi‡c †`Lv hvq, 1,129 Rb weevwnZ †g‡qi g‡a¨  38% †g‡q we‡qi c~‡e© †cÖ‡gi m¤ú‡K© RwoZ wQj| 



iƒcvi GmGmwm cixÿv †kl nIqvi Av‡Mi mÜ¨vq, w`cy Zvi cuvPRb eÜz wb‡q iƒcv‡K DwV‡q ew¯Íi evB‡i GKwU dvuKv RvqMvq wb‡q hvq| w`cy e‡j 
Zvi mv‡_ wel Av‡Q, Avi GB e‡j ûgwK †`q †h, iƒcv hw` Zvi we‡qi cÖ¯Íve wdwi‡q †`q, Zvn‡j †m GB wel Lv‡e| †m Av‡iv e‡j, hw` iƒcv GB 
cÖ¯Íve wdwi‡q †`q, Zvn‡j Zvi AvZ¥nZ¨vi `vq iƒcv I Zvi cwiev‡ii Dc‡i co‡e|

“Zvi nv‡Z GK †evZj wel wQj Ges †m e‡jwQj †h, hw` Avwg Zv‡K we‡q bv Kwi Zvn‡j †m Zv wM‡j †dj‡e”
- 16 eQ‡ii iƒcv Gfv‡e Zvi we‡q nIqvi cwiw¯’wZ‡K e¨vL¨v K‡i|

†m Av‡iv e‡j,

“Avgvi gv-evev‡K Avgvi Kvi‡Y †R‡j †h‡Z n‡Z cv‡i ï‡b Avgvi ey‡Ki ayKcyKvwb †_‡g wM‡qwQj| 

hw` Avwg ivwR bv nB, Zvn‡j †m AvZ¥nZ¨v Ki‡e| 

Avi Avwg †f‡ewQjvg †h, Avwg hw` GB we‡q‡Z ivwR bv nB Avi †m hw` mwZ¨ mwZ¨B AvZ¥nZ¨v K‡i,

Zvn‡j Avgvi gv-evev‡K †R‡j †h‡Z n‡e| 

Avgvi fz‡ji Rb¨ Avgvi gv-evev‡K g~j¨ w`‡Z n‡Z cv‡i; Avwg Avi wKQz fve‡Z cviwQjvg bv|” 

iƒcv w`cy‡K KvKzwZ-wgbwZ K‡i Ges Zv‡K evwo‡Z wdwi‡q wb‡q hvevi Rb¨ Abybq-webq K‡i| wKš‘ w`cy `„pK‡É e‡j -

“Zzwg Ggwb‡ZB Pvi ivZ N‡ii evB‡i Avgvi mv‡_ †_‡K‡Qv| hw`I wKQz nq bvB wKš‘ †KD Zv wek¦vm Ki‡e bv|

Zviv ej‡e †h, Zzwg Avgvi mv‡_ ï‡q‡Qv Ges Avgv‡`i ˆ`wnK wgjb n‡q‡Q, hv †Zvgvi I †Zvgvi cwiev‡ii Rb¨ n‡e Acgv‡bi|

hw` Zzwg we‡q bv Kivi wm×všÍ wb‡q †diZ hvI, GB j¾v wb‡q wK Zzwg euvP‡Z cvi‡e?”

iƒcvi GB Mí Av‡iv A‡bK wK‡kvi-wK‡kvixi Rxe‡bi Kvwnwbi mv‡_ wg‡j hvq, hviv Zv‡`i fvjevmvi gvby‡li KvQ †_‡K D‡Ïk¨ mva‡bi Rb¨ 
AvZ¥nZ¨vi ûgwKi gva¨‡g †Rvi K‡i we‡q Ki‡Z eva¨ n‡q‡Q| `jxq Av‡jvPbvq A‡bK wK‡kvix †g‡q Awf‡hvM K‡i‡Q †h, hw` †Kvb †g‡q m¤úK© 
†kl Ki‡Z Pvq ev we‡q Ki‡Z bv Pvq, Zvn‡j wKfv‡e †Q‡jiv Zv‡`i GKmv‡_ †Zvjv Qwe ev kvixwiK mvwbœ‡a¨i K_v Qwo‡q †`evi ûgwK w`‡q 
_v‡K| GB m¤§vbnvwb nevi f‡q, GBme wK‡kvix †g‡q I Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii c‡ÿ we‡q Kiv ev we‡q w`‡q †`qv Qvov Avi †Zgb wKQzB Kivi _v‡Kbv| 
GB wK‡kvix †g‡q‡`i A‡b‡Ki g‡Z, Ôcvwj‡q wM‡q we‡q KivÕi †P‡q †Rvic~e©K n‡jI ÔAvbyôvwbK we‡qÕ mvgvwRKfv‡e †ewk MÖnY‡hvM¨|
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Parents in the slum live with the anxiety and fear of their daughters and the family getting a bad 
reputation. Social shaming takes place by community members who criticize both the parents and the 
girl, particularly, if she is seen as remaining single beyond the culturally acceptable age of marriage, 
having too much mobility, or interacting with young males. Rumours quickly spread irrespective of the 
authenticity of allegations and parents worry about securing a decent proposal for their daughters. 

The girl is associated with different labels such as “noshto meye” (bad girl), “shobhab kharap” (promiscuous), 
“immoral”, and viewed as “going down the wrong path” and ruining other adolescent girls and boys. 
Adolescents are taunted hearing “lojja nai” (shameless), “boroder moto thakte chai” (wants to be sexually 
active like an adult).

The girl’s parents are reprimanded by community elders and neighbours for failing to raise their child. It 
is  even more difficult when the family is poor, or if they are tenants or new migrants who do not have 
much influence within the community. 

Moral Policing by the Community
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ew¯Íi cwi‡e‡k Avwffve‡Kiv memgq kw¼Z _v‡K †h, †h K‡bv mgq †g‡q‡`i I cwiev‡ii m¤§vbnvwb n‡Z cv‡i| hw` GKRb †g‡qi 
we‡qi eqm n‡q hvIqvi ciI we‡q bv nq, †m hw` evwoi evB‡i A‡bK †ekx †NvivNywi K‡i, ‡Q‡j‡`i mv‡_ †gjv‡gkv K‡i, K_vevZ©v 
e‡j, Zvn‡j GjvKvi †jvKRb †mB †g‡q Ges Zvi cwiev‡ii †jvKRb‡K wb‡q A‡bK Av‡Rev‡R K_v e‡j, A‡bK ¸ReI Qovq| GB 
ev‡R ¸Re Lye `ªæZB Qwo‡q c‡o, KviY gvbylRb mZ¨-wg_¨v hvPvB K‡i bv| d‡j Awffve‡Kiv Zv‡`i †g‡q‡`i Rb¨ cieZ©x‡Z †Kvb 
fvj we‡qi cÖ¯Íve cv‡e wKbv G wb‡q `ywðšÍvMÖ¯’ _v‡K| 

hv‡`i weiæ‡× ¸Re i‡U, Ggb †g‡q‡`i‡K wewfbœ †j‡ej w`‡q AvL¨vwqZ Kiv nq, †hgb - bó †g‡q, ¯^fve Lvivc, PwiÎnxb, Ges 
Zviv Ôfyj c‡_ hv‡”QÕ Ges Ab¨vb¨ †Q‡j-‡g‡q‡`i‡K bó K‡i w`‡”Q| Zv‡`i Av‡iv we`ªƒcvZ¥K gšÍe¨ ïb‡Z nq, †hgb- Zv‡`i  j¾v 
bvB, eo‡`i gZ _vK‡Z Pvq (‰`wnK wgj‡b AvMÖnx A‡_©) BZ¨vw` | 

e‡qv‡R¨ôiv Ges cÖwZ‡ewkiv ZLb †g‡qwUi AwffveK‡`i bvbvai‡Yi Av‡Rev‡R K_v e‡j, †hgb - Zviv †g‡qwU‡K wVKgZ 
jvjb-cvjb Ki‡Z cv‡iwb| Mixe, fvovwUqv, A_ev ew¯Í‡Z bZzb G‡m‡Q Ggb cwiev‡ii Rb¨ GB welqwU mvgvj †`qv Av‡iv KwVb n‡q 
c‡o, Kvib, H mgv‡R Zv‡`i †Kvb cÖfve-cÖwZcwË _v‡K bv|

cvwicvwk¦©K †jvKR‡bi Lei`vwi
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“It was a matter of shame that my daughter was seen with a boy near the hills in the evening.
It was a grave disgrace for the family.

It didn’t take long before everyone in the neighborhood started gossiping.
My husband and I were scared just thinking what this meant for our daughter’s future,

so we decided to marry her off to another boy from the village as soon as possible.”
- Josna Begum, Mother of a 13-year-old girl named Trishna.

Moral Policing By Community: Shame and Fear

“Avgvi †g‡q‡K mÜ¨vi mgq cvnv‡oi Kv‡Q GKUv †Q‡ji mv‡_ †`Lv †M‡Q,

GUv Avgv‡`i Rb¨ wQj LyeB j¾vRbK| GUv Avgvi cwiev‡ii Rb¨ wQj Pig Acgv‡bi|

GB ¸ReUv Pvwiw`‡K Qwo‡q ‡h‡Z GKUzI mgq jv‡M wb|

GB NUbvq Avgv‡`i †g‡qi fwel¨‡Z Kx n‡Z cv‡i, Zv wPšÍv K‡i Avwg Avi Avgvi ¯^vgx cÖPÛ fq cvB,

†m Kvi‡Y MÖv‡gi Av‡iK †Q‡ji mv‡_ hZ `ªæZ m¤¢e †g‡qi we‡q w`‡q †`Iqvi wm×všÍ †bB|”
- †Rvmbv †eMg, Z…òv bv‡gi 13 eQi eqmx †g‡qi gv| 

cvwicvwk¦©K †jvKR‡bi Lei`vwi: j¾v I fq 
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Moral Policing by Community: Shalish

To settle such claims and disputes, a local arbitration or shalish takes place. The shalish is 
typically facilitated by male community leaders, who are often politically affiliated members 
or chairman of wards or elders. Most of the residents in the slums attend these arbitrations, 
which often take place in the cases of rumours of promiscuity or physical intimacy between 
unmarried couples, violence within the household, local crimes, extra-marital affairs etc. In 
most shalish arbitrations, the members of the committee usually rule in favour of the more 
powerful, well-established and well connected families (i.e. political affiliation, landlords, 
and/or strong networks with powerful leaders in the slum).

“In our area, there is a club, run by local political leaders who usually conduct the ‘shalish’.
Club authorities call for a ‘shalish’ if they hear of

physical intimacy between young couples or cases of elopement.
They usually marry the accused couple off, but if the boy’s family is wealthy,

they sometimes pay off the girl and make her move out of the slum.
‘Shalish’ is never fair to those who are poor.”

- Nura, 19-year-old unmarried girl during an FGD.
She is a garment factory worker and lives with her parents.
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Niti, a 14-year-old unmarried girl from Dhaka slum was a victim of community interference 
in her personal life. She was involved with a boy from her school who she used to spend time 
with. Her roaming around with a boy was not accepted well by people in the slum. One day 
as she went out of the slum with the boy, community people informed their parents 
immediately. Their family went out to look for them and caught red-handed while sitting 
side by side and chatting. They were brought back to the slum and a ‘shalish’ was arranged 
for their misbehaviour. Community member, Shokhi workers (a local NGO providing legal 
support) and their families made them promise that they will not see each other anymore. 
Her grandfather slapped her in front of everyone as she was behaving like a “bad girl”.

The shalish was extremely traumatizing for Niti, as she lamented, 

“Nana (maternal grandfather) never thought he would raise his hand on me...
everyone knew I was a good girl...

Nana hit me... I cried a lot for Romjan (her boyfriend)...
other people insult me anyway, but when my grandmother

and brother insult me over Romjan,
it feels really bad.”

These highlights the pressures of adhering to socio-cultural  norms by many adolescents and 
parents. These socio-cultural  norms are enforced by the community and powerful leaders, 
who humiliate and harass those families and adolescents as they are perceived as 
challenging the existing social norms. 
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cvwicvwk¦©K †jvKR‡bi Lei`vwi: mvwjk

GjvKvi †jvKR‡bi Awf‡hvM I weev` wggvsmv Kivi Rb¨ ¯’vbxqfv‡e mvwjk AbywôZ nq| mvaviYZ GB mvwjk¸‡jv 
cwiPvjbv K‡i _v‡K GjvKvi cyiæl †bZ…e„›`, hviv ivRbxwZi mv‡_ RwoZ A_ev Iqv‡W©i †Pqvig¨vb Ges e‡qv‡R¨ô 
e¨w³eM©| ew¯Íi †jvKR‡bi Dcw¯’wZ‡Z D”Q…•LjZv, AweevwnZ †Q‡j I †g‡qi g‡a¨ kvixwiK m¤ú‡K©i ¸Re, A_ev 
cvwievwiK mwnsmZv, ¯’vbxq Aciva, we‡q-ewnf©~Z m¤úK© BZ¨vw` †ÿ‡Î mvwjk AbywôZ nq| †ewkifvM mvwj‡k 
mgv‡Ri m`m¨e„›` mvaviYZ †mBme cwievi‡KB cÿcvwZZ¡ K‡i hviv AwaK cÖfvekvjx, my-cÖwZwôZ, Ges hv‡`i 
G‡`i mv‡_ fvj †hvMv‡hvM i‡q‡Q| (‡hgb: ivR‰bwZK mswkøóZv, evwoi gvwjK Ges/A_ev ew¯Íi cÖfvekvjx 
†bZ…e„‡›`i mv‡_ mym¤úK©)| 

“Avgv‡`i GjvKvq ¯’vbxq ivR‰bwZK †bZv‡`i GKUv K¬ve Av‡Q hviv mvwjk¸‡jv cwiPvjbv K‡i _v‡K|

K¬ve KZ©„cÿ hw` Aíeqmx †Q‡j I †g‡qi g‡a¨ †Kvb kvixwiK m¤ú‡K©i K_v ï‡b ev

†Kvb cvwj‡q hvevi Lei cvq Zvn‡j Zviv mvwj‡ki WvK †`q|

Zviv mvaviYZ Awfhy³ ‡Q‡j-‡g‡q‡K we‡q w`‡q †`q,

wKš‘ †Q‡ji cwievi hw` abx nq, ZLb Zviv †g‡qwU‡K wKQz A_© cÖ`vb K‡i Ges

hv‡Z ew¯Í †_‡K P‡j hvq, †m e¨e¯’v K‡i| Mix‡ei Rb¨ mvwjk KL‡bv fvj nqbv|”
- b~iv, `jxq Av‡jvPbvq AskMÖnYKvix 19 eQi eqmx GKRb AweevwnZ †g‡q|

‡m GKRb Mv‡g©›Um Kg©x Ges gv-evevi mv‡_ _v‡K| 
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XvKvi ew¯Íi 14 eQi eqmx AweevwnZ †g‡q bxwZ Zvi e¨w³MZ Rxe‡b mgv‡Ri †jvKR‡bi GiKg GKwU mvwjk Øviv 
wbMÖ‡ni wkKvi n‡qwQj| †m Zvi ¯‹z‡ji GKRb †Q‡ji mv‡_ m¤ú‡K© RwoZ wQj, hvi mv‡_ †m mgq KvUv‡Zv| GKRb 
†Q‡ji mv‡_ Zvi GB †Nviv‡div ew¯Íi †jv‡Kiv fvjfv‡e MÖnY K‡iwb| GKw`b hLb †m †Q‡jwUi mv‡_ evB‡i hvq, 
GjvKvi †jvKRb wM‡q mv‡_ mv‡_ Zv‡`i gv-evev‡K Rvbvq| ZLb Zv‡`i cwievi Zv‡`i LuyR‡Z †ei nq Ges Zviv 
hLb cvkvcvwk e‡m Mí KiwQj, ZLb Zv‡`i nv‡Z bv‡Z a‡i †d‡j| Zv‡`i‡K ZLb ew¯Í‡Z †diZ wb‡q Avmv nq 
Ges GB AvPi‡Yi Rb¨ GKwU mvwj‡ki e¨e¯’v Kiv nq| GjvKvi †jvKRb, mLx (¯’vbxq GbwRI hv AvBbx mnvqZv 
w`‡q _v‡K) Kg©xe„›`, Ges Zv‡`i cwievi Zv‡`i‡K Iqv`v Kivq †h Zviv Avi KL‡bv †`Lv Ki‡e bv| Zvi bvbv Zv‡K 
mevi mvg‡b Po gv‡i, Kvib †m ÔLvivc †g‡qÕi gZ AvPiY K‡i‡Q| 

mvwjkwU BwZi Rb¨ wQj Pig `ytLRbK, Kvib †m †kvKvnZ n‡q ejwQj, 

“bvbv KL‡bv fv‡ebvB †h †m Avgvi Dc‡i nvZ DVv‡e... mevB Rvb‡Zv †h Avwg GKRb fvj †g‡q...

bvbv Avgv‡K gv‡i ... Avwg igRv‡bi (Zvi ‡cÖwgK) Rb¨ A‡bK †K‡`uwQjvg ...

evB‡ii †jv‡Kiv †Zv Avgv‡K Acgvb K‡iB, 

wKšy‘ Avgvi bvbv Avi fvB‡qiv igRvb‡K wb‡q hLb Avgv‡K Acgvb K‡i, ZLb me‡P‡q Lvivc jv‡M|”
eva¨ n‡q wK‡kvi-wK‡kvix Ges evev-gv‡`i A‡bK mvgvwRK-mvs¯‹…wZK cÖ_v‡K †g‡b wb‡Z nq,  G NUbv¸‡jv †m 
welq‡KB Zz‡j a‡i| mgv‡Ri ‡jvKRb I cÖfvekvjx ‡bZviv GB cÖ_vmg~n cwievi I wK‡kvi-wK‡kvixi Dc‡i Pvwc‡q 
†`q, Zv‡`i‡K Acgvb I Ac`¯’ K‡i| KviY g‡b Kiv nq, †h Zviv cÖwZwôZ mvgvwRK cÖ_v¸‡jvi we‡ivwaZv Ki‡Q|



†`wi‡Z we‡qi my‡hvM-myweav I evuavmg~n

Opportunities and Challenges of Delaying Marriage
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From our survey of 2,136 adolescent girls and young women, 384 girls (18%) were found 
to be unmarried until 18, or married after 18.

So far, we have discussed the circumstances of adolescent girls and young women and 
their families, which led to child marriage. 14 young women were interviewed, aged 
between 18-24, who remained unmarried until 18, and these young women gave details 
of the different circumstances and reasons, which led to delayed marriage. 

Incidences of both early and delayed marriages that exist in slums, indicate that 
individual circumstances and pathways may lead to different marriage outcomes and 
that it cannot be generalized and does not represent all adolescent females. 

The following narratives reflect an array of both typical and atypical cases of girls who 
delayed marriage until 18 years of age and of their experiences thus far.

Avgv‡`i Rwi‡c cvIqv hvq †h - 2,136 Rb wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvixi g‡a¨, 384 Rb (18%) †g‡q 
Zv‡`i 18 eQi eqm nIqv ch©šÍ AweevwnZ wQj A_ev 18 eQ‡ii c‡i we‡q K‡i‡Q|
 
Avgiv Aíeq‡m evj¨weev‡ni Gi KviY wn‡m‡e wK‡kvix I Aíeqmx bvix I Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii mvwe©K Ae¯’v wb‡q 
ch©v‡jvPbv K‡iwQ | Avgiv 18-24 eQi eqmx 14 Rb Aíeqmx bvixi mv‡_I K_v e‡jwQ, hviv 18 eQi ch©šÍ 
AweevwnZ wQj| Zviv Zv‡`i †`wi‡Z we‡q nevi bvbv cvwicvwk¦©K Ae¯’v I KviY m¤^‡Ü we¯ÍvwiZ Rvwb‡q‡Q|

ew¯Í‡Z Aíeq‡m ev †`wi‡Z we‡qi †hme NUbv †`Lv hvq, GKwU mnR-mij c_ AbymiY K‡i bv| myZivs ew¯Íi 
‡cÖÿvc‡U wK‡kvix I Aí eqmx bvix‡`i we‡qi KviY m¤^‡Ü †Kvb wbw`©ó I mvaviY wm×v‡šÍ Avmv hv‡e bv, eis 
‡ekxifvM NUbv Avjv`v Avjv`v wPÎ Zz‡j a‡i|

‡h mKj †g‡qiv 18 eQ‡ii AvM ch©šÍ AweevwnZ wQj ev 18 eQ‡ii c‡i we‡q K‡i‡Q, Zv‡`i Rxeb AwfÁZv 
Ges ‡`ix‡Z we‡qi KviY¸‡jv wb‡Pi b¨v‡iwUf¸‡jvi gva¨‡g Zz‡j aiv n‡q‡Q| 
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From our survey of 2,136 girls in Dhaka and Chattogram, 44% finished their primary education. From the 
rest, 33% studied up to class 9 and 14% studied beyond class 9. Only 9% girls did not have any education.

From our qualitative interviews, six of the 14 adolescent girls and young women who delayed marriage, 
expressed they were eager to earn more and become financially independent before getting married. 
Three of them had ambitions to pursue education and delay marriage, which was strongly encouraged by 
their parents, who also desired to gain social respect and status from educating their children. 

These families were of the opinion that an educated daughter would lead to:. Bringing more social status to their own families.. Finding a suitable groom outside of the slum with a higher socio-economic status.

These changes in parental expectations indicate an underlying shift in social norms. A lot of the 
adolescent girls themselves are inspired by their unmarried role-models, who may be their peers, 
teachers, older unmarried NGO program staff they interact with.

“My parents are relatively more educated than most who live around us in the slum,
we have a reputation to uphold.

I can’t imagine being involved with any boy from the slum;
I don’t want to stay here for the rest of my life.

I study in college, I mingle with well-mannered boys,
and I want an educated husband who will give me a good life outside of the slum.”

-  Jasmin, 18-year-old adolescent girl

Pursuing Education and Work Opportunities
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Rwi‡c †`Lv hvq †h, XvKv I PÆMÖv‡gi 2,136 Rb †g‡qi g‡a¨, 44% Zv‡`i cÖv_wgK wkÿv †kl K‡i‡Q| evwK As‡ki, 33% K¬vm 
bvBb ch©šÍ Ges 14% K¬vm bvB‡bi c‡iI Av‡iv cov‡jLv K‡i‡Q| gvÎ 9% †g‡q †Kvb cov‡jLv K‡iwb|

¸YMZ M‡elYvq Ask ‡bqv 14 Rb wK‡kvix Ges Aíeqmx bvix hviv †`wi‡Z we‡q K‡i‡Q, Zv‡`i g‡a¨ 6 Rb Rvwb‡q‡Q †h we‡qi 
Av‡M Zviv Av‡iv DcvR©b Ki‡Z Pvq Ges A_©‰bwZKfv‡e ¯^vaxb n‡Z Pvq| Zv‡`i g‡a¨ 3 Rb co‡jLv †kl K‡i Zvic‡i we‡q Ki‡Z 
Pvq| G‡Z Zv‡`i evev-gv‡qivI A‡bK Drmvn ‡`q| KviY Zviv g‡b K‡i, mšÍvb‡`i wkwÿZ Ki‡j mvg‡R GKwU  m¤§vbRbK Ae¯’vb 
AR©b Kiv hvq| 

GBme cwiev‡ii g‡Z, GKRb wkwÿZ †g‡q: . wb‡Ri cwiev‡ii Rb¨ AwaK mvgvwRK gh©v`v wb‡q Avm‡e|. ew¯Íi evB‡i evm K‡i Ggb GKRb fvj ei Luy‡R wb‡Z cvi‡e †h wKbv Zv‡`i PvB‡Z †ekx mvgvwRK gh©v`vi AwaKvix|

AwffveK‡`i AvKv•¶vi GB ai‡bi cwieZ©b mvgvwRK cÖ_vi e`j‡K wb‡`©k K‡i| A‡bK †g‡q AweevwnZ †ivjg‡Wj‡`i †`‡L 
DrmvwnZ nq, hviv nq‡Zv Zv‡`i mncvVx, wkÿK, A_ev GbwRI cÖKí Kg©x|

“Avgvi gv-evev ew¯Íi A‡b‡Ki PvB‡Z A‡cÿvK…Z †ewk wkwÿZ| GjvKvq Avgv‡`i GKUv mybvg i‡q‡Q|

GUv Avgv‡`i‡K eRvq †i‡L Pj‡Z nq|

Avwg fve‡ZB cvwibv ew¯Íi †Kvb †Q‡ji mv‡_ Avgvi m¤úK© n‡e|

Avwg evwK Rxeb GLv‡b _vK‡Z PvB bv|

Avwg K‡j‡R cwo, f`ª †Q‡j‡`i mv‡_ wgwk,

Ges Avwg Ggb GKRb wkÿZ-f`ª ¯^vgx PvB, †h Avgv‡K ew¯Íi evB‡i GKwU my›`i Rxeb w`‡e|” 

- †Rmwgb, 18 eQ‡ii wK‡kvix

wk¶vM«nY Ges Kg©‡¶‡Î Kv‡Ri my‡hvM
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Munia, 19 years old, has been living in the slums with her family since birth. The eldest of three, Munia’s 
mother was abandoned by her husband, a rickshaw puller, who left her for another woman when Munia 
and her siblings were very young. Soon afterwards, her mother furtively got married to the local Kabiraj 
(traditional healer), moved in with him, and left her children with their maternal grandmother. The 
hardships faced by her mother has made Munia wary of the dangers of marriage. Seeing her own mother 
struggle in both of her marriages, Munia has no desire of getting married.

“It doesn’t take long for men to show their true colours; 

he (stepfather) and my mother fight often.

He beats up my mother when they fight,

I never want that to happen to me.”

When Munia was 16, she acquired a false birth registration card which has her at age 18, so that she could 
take up a job in a garments manufacturing factory. She has been working and earning since. She earns to 
provide both for herself and for her siblings. With her help, her youngest brother is now studying in a 
residential Madrasah, a school for Islamic education. She lives a simple life and saves up from what she 
earns after paying for the family expenses. She has a savings account in Islami bank, which she considers 
as financial security for the future.

Despite the lack of support from her family, Munia did not succumb to the socio-cultural pressures of 
getting married early. She takes responsibility of her two siblings in a way that her parents did not, and is 
determined to save up for a better future.

Choosing Independent Earnings over Marriage
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19 eQ‡ii gywbqv R‡b¥i ci †_‡KB Zvi cwiev‡ii mv‡_ ew¯Í‡Z emevm K‡i Avm‡Q| wZb fvB‡ev‡bi g‡a¨ gywbqv mevi eo| Zviv 
hLb A‡bK †QvU wQj, ZLb gywbqvi wiKkvPvjK evev Zv‡`i gv‡K †d‡j Ab¨ GK bvixi mv‡_ P‡j hvq| Gi ciciB, Zv‡`i gv 
¯’vbxq GK KweivR‡K †Mvc‡b we‡q K‡i Zvi evwo‡Z P‡j hvq, Ges Zvi mšÍvb‡`i Zv‡`i bvbxi Kv‡Q †i‡L hvq| †mLv‡bI Zvi gv‡qi 
†Kvb myL nq bv, KviY Zvi GB ¯^vgx Zv‡K gvi‡avi Ki‡Zv| wb‡Ri we‡q wb‡q gywbqv ZvB LyeB wPwšÍZ, KviY †m ‡`‡L‡Q †h, gv‡qi 
`ywU we‡qi †KvbwUB my‡Li nqwb|  Zvi gv‡qi `yie¯’v †`‡L †m Avi we‡q Ki‡ZB Pvq bv | 

“cyiæl‡`i Zv‡`i Avmj †Pnviv †`Lv‡Z †ewk mgq jv‡Mbv;

†m (mr evev) Avi Avgvi gv cÖvqB SMov K‡i|

SMov Kivi mgq †m Avgvi gv‡K gv‡i,

Avwg PvBbv Avgvi mv‡_I Ggb ‡nvK|”
 

gywbqvi hLb 16 eQi eqm ZLb †m Mv‡g©›Um KviLvbvq PvKwi ‡bqvi Rb¨ GKwU bKj Rb¥ wbeÜb KvW© †hvMvo K‡i †hLv‡b Zvi eqm 
18 eQi D‡jøL wQj। Zvici †_‡K †m KvR Ki‡Q Ges DcvR©b Ki‡Q| †m wb‡Ri Rb¨ Ges Zvi fvB-‡evb‡`i Rb¨ DcvR©b Ki‡Q| 
Zvi me‡P‡q †QvU fvB Zvi mvnvh¨ wb‡q GKwU AvevwmK gv`ªvmvq co‡Q| †m Lye mvaviY Rxeb-hvcb K‡i Ges msmv‡i Li‡Pi c‡i hv 
_v‡K, Zv †_‡K mÂq K‡i| Bmjvgx e¨vs‡K Zvi GKwU mÂqx wnmve i‡q‡Q, hv‡K †m fwel¨‡Zi A_©‰bwZK wbivcËv e‡j g‡b K‡i|

hw`I Zvi Rxe‡b †Kvb cvwievwiK mg_©b wQ‡jv bv, Zvic‡iI †m Aí eq‡m we‡q Kivi mvgvwRK cÖ_vi Kv‡Q nvi ¯^xKvi K‡i wb| eis 
†m Zvi `yB fvB-‡ev‡bi `vwqZ¡ Ggbfv‡e wb‡q‡Q hv Zvi Awffve‡KivI †bqwb| †m GKwU my›`i fwel¨‡Zi Rb¨ mÂq K‡i hv‡”Q|

we‡qi PvB‡Z wb‡Ri ¯^vaxb DcvR©b‡K cÖavb¨ †`qv 
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“I live a good life now. I want to remain like this.

I go to work, eat, and have a good night’s sleep. I don’t have to do chores.

If I get married, I will need to all of the chores, and on top of that, I will be beaten by my husband...

marriage means the end of a girl’s life. I’ve seen it happen to friends and people around me.

Wives can’t do anything without the husband’s permission...”
- Rehana, 18-years-old, whose mother remarried and lives separately. 

Rehana lives with her grandmother in the slum and looks after her younger siblings

“Avgvi RxebUv GLb my›`i| Avwg GBfv‡eB _vK‡Z PvB|

Avwg Kv‡R hvB, LvB-`vB, Ges iv‡Z Aviv‡g NygvB| Avgv‡K N‡ii KvR Ki‡Z nqbv|

hw` Avwg we‡q Kwi, Avgv‡K me ai‡bi N‡ii KvR Ki‡Z n‡e, Ges Zvi Dci Avgvi ¯^vgx Avgv‡K gvi‡e...

we‡q gv‡b n‡jv †g‡q‡`i Rxeb †kl| Avwg Avgvi eÜz-evÜe I Av‡kcv‡ki gvby‡li mv‡_ Ggb n‡Z †`‡LwQ|

¯^vgx‡`i AbygwZ Qvov ¯¿xiv wKQzB Ki‡Z cv‡ibv...” 

- †invbv, 18 eQi, hvi gv Avevi we‡q K‡i‡Q Ges Avjv`v _v‡K|
†invbv Zvi `vw`i mv‡_ ew¯Í‡Z _v‡K Ges †QvU fvB-‡evb‡`i †`Lv‡kvbv K‡i|
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A 22-year-old unmarried woman from Chattogram named Binthi spoke to us: 

“My standard is this: the boy needs to be a graduate, maybe BSc or Masters.
When I was in class 9, someone from the army came with a proposal,
but my father said his daughter was still young and that I should wait.

My mother prefers being educated and wants me to study and this was her wish.
My paternal grandparents were forcing us to accept the proposal,

but we did not consider it since I was still in school.”

Binthi currently holds a Diploma in Architectural Interior Design and does freelance work in 3D Studio Max 
from her laptop from their house in a slum in Dhaka. Her father is a businessman and mother is a 
homemaker. Her family owns a land inside Chattogram slum and is well-off compared to most of the families 
in the slum. She has an unmarried younger sister who is also over 18 years and is studying in college.

PÆMÖv‡gi wewš’ bv‡gi 22 eQi eqmx GKRb AweevwnZ bvix Avgv‡`i e‡j‡Q: 

“Avgvi cQ‡›`i gvcKvwV GKUvB: †Q‡jUv‡K MÖvRy‡qU n‡Z n‡e, nq weGmwm, bv nq  gv÷vm©|

Avwg hLb K¬vm bvB‡b, Avwg© †_‡K GKRb we‡qi cÖ¯Íve wb‡q G‡mwQj,

wKš‘ Avgvi evev e‡j †h, Avwg A‡bK †QvU, we‡qi eqm nqwb Ges Avgv‡K A‡cÿv Ki‡Z n‡e|

Avgvi gv Pvq †h, Avwg hv‡Z Av‡iv cov‡jLv Kwi, Avi GUvB Zvi B”Qv|

Avgvi `v`v-`v`x H we‡qi cÖ¯ÍvewU ‡g‡b †bIqvi Rb¨ A‡bK Pvc w`w”Qj,

wKš‘ Avwg ZLbI ¯‹z‡j coZvg, ZvB Avgiv Zv †g‡b †bB bvB|” 

wewš’i eZ©gv‡b AvwK©‡UKP¨vivj B‡›Uwiqi wWRvB‡b GKwU wW‡cøvgv i‡q‡Q| †m PÆMÖv‡gi GKwU ew¯Í‡Z †_‡KI evmvq e‡m wb‡Ri 
j¨vcU‡ci gva¨‡g 3wW ÷zwWI g¨v· e¨envi K‡i wd«j¨vÝ KvR K‡i| Zvi evev GKRb e¨emvqx Avi gv M„wnbx| ew¯Í‡Z Zv‡`i GK LÛ 
Rwg i‡q‡Q| ew¯Íi Ab¨vb¨ evwm›`v‡`i †P‡q Zviv Zzjbvg~jKfv‡e ¯^”Qj| Zvi GKRb K‡jR co–qv AweevwnZ †QvU †evb Av‡Q, hvi 
eqmI 18 eQi ‡cwi‡q †M‡Q|
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Adolescent girls living in slums are typically expected to marry early and have children. Therefore it is not 
surprising that many adolescent girls shared their dreams about their wedding dates, desirable grooms, 
future children and life after marriage where they wanted to be taken care of.

Eight out of 14 girls shared their disappointments and frustrations that they were unmarried until their 18 
years of age. Some of the reasons for delayed marriage were attributed to having “dark skin”, “being 
overweight” or “very short”. Some of the others shared that they had financial obligations and needed to 
contribute to their families, and others were unable to afford the dowry demands by potential suitors and 
their families. 

Dowry is generally, the money, goods, or estate that a woman or her family brings forth to the marriage to 
meet the demands of the groom or groom’s family. It contrasts with bride price, which is paid to the bride's 
parents, and dower, which is property settled on the bride herself by the groom at the time of marriage2. In 
Bangladesh, the price of the dowry often increases with the age of the young women3. Dowry is now called 
as “gifts for the groom and his family”; it is the same tradition with a different name. 

In urban spaces, as the adolescent girls get older, many of them become the primary rice-winners for their 
families in cases where the male family members choose not to work and neglect family responsibilities. As 
a result, these girls’ marriages are delayed and some of them worry about how they are perceived in their 
own locality.

No Choice but to Delay Marriage

2Khan, S.R., (2001) The Socio-legal Status of Bangali Women in Bangladesh: Implications for Development. University Press.

3Bates, L.M., Schuler, S.R., Islam, F. and Islam, M.K. (2004) Socioeconomic Factors and Processes associated with
Domestic Violence in Rural Bangladesh. International Family Planning Perspectives, pp.190-199.
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B”Qv bv _vKv m‡Z¡I we‡q Ki‡Z ‡`wi nIqv

mvaviYZ Avkv Kiv nq †h, ew Í̄‡Z emevmiZ wK‡kvixiv Aíeq‡m we‡q Ki‡e Ges ZvovZvwo mšÍvb wb‡e| ZvB Zv‡`i Rxe‡bi ¯̂cœ, fwel¨r 
wb‡q AvKv•¶v g~jZ we‡q, m¤¢ve¨ cvÎ, K‡e we‡q Ki‡e, fwel¨Z mšÍvb-mšÍwZ, Zvi msmvi †Kgb n‡e Gme wN‡i nIqvUv Avð‡h©i welq bq|

Z‡e, 18 Gi c‡i we‡q K‡i‡Q ev 18 Gi c‡i GLbI we‡q K‡iwb Ggb 14 R‡bi g‡a¨ AvU Rb †g‡q Zv‡`i 18 eQi eqm ch©šÍ AweevwnZ 
_vKvi wel‡q nZvkv I ‰biv‡k¨i K_v e‡j‡Q| Zv‡`i we‡q‡Z †`wi nIqvi K‡qKwU Kvi‡Yi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q ÒKv‡jv isÓ, Ò‡gvUvÓ ev Ò†e‡U 
nIqvÓ| evwK‡`i g‡a¨ K‡qKRb e‡j‡Q †h, Zv‡`i A_©‰bwZK `vqe×Zv i‡q‡Q Ges Zv‡`i cwievi‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z nq|

evwKiv m¤¢ve¨ cvÎ I Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii †hŠZz‡Ki `vex †gUv‡Z cv‡iwb| mvaviYfv‡e †hŠZzK n‡jv, GKRb m¤¢ve¨ cvÎ I Zvi cwiev‡ii `vex 
Kiv UvKv, ‰ZRmcÎ, ev m¤úwË, hv GKRb bvix ev Zvi cwievi‡K we‡qi mgq ev c‡i cvÎ A_ev cv‡Îi cwievi‡K w`‡Z nq|  Ab¨w`‡K 
cY (eªvBW cÖvBR) n‡jv, †mB A_© ev m¤úwË hv we‡qi mgq cvÎcÿ †g‡qi cwievi‡K †`q2| Avevi we‡qi mgq cvÎ †h A_© cvÎx‡Z ‡`q ev 
†`qvi A½xKvi K‡i †mUv‡K  †`b‡gvni e‡j 2| wKš‘ †hŠZzK cÖ_v GB ỳwU cÖ_vi mv‡_ mvsNwl©K| evsjv‡`‡ki †cÖÿvc‡U ‡g‡q‡`i eqm evovi 
mv‡_ mv‡_ we‡qi mgq †hŠZz‡Ki g~j¨ e„w× cvq 3| †hŠZzK‡K GLb ejv nq ÔcvÎ I Zvi cwiev‡ii Rb¨ DcnviÕ; hv GKB e¨e ’̄vi Ab¨ bvg| 

kn‡ii cwiw¯’wZ‡Z, †hLv‡b cwiev‡ii cyiæl m`m¨iv KvR Ki‡Z Pvq bv Ges cvwievwiK ̀ vwqZ¡mg~n‡K D‡cÿv K‡i, ‡m me cwiev‡ii A‡bK 
†g‡qivB Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii Rb¨ cÖavb DcvR©bKvixi `vwqZ¡ †bq|  Gi d‡j, GBme †g‡q‡`i we‡q‡Z †`wi nq| Zv‡`i g‡a¨ A‡b‡KB mgv‡R 
Zv‡`i‡K wKfv‡e †`Lv n‡”Q G wb‡q `ywðšÍvMÖ¯’ n‡q c‡o|

2Khan, S.R., (2001) The Socio-legal Status of Bangali Women in Bangladesh: Implications for Development. University Press.

3Bates, L.M., Schuler, S.R., Islam, F. and Islam, M.K. (2004) Socioeconomic Factors and Processes associated with
Domestic Violence in Rural Bangladesh. International Family Planning Perspectives, pp.190-199.
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Paira, now aged 25, shifted to Dhaka from Khulna at the age of three, when her parents moved to Dhaka in 
search for better employment opportunities. Paira comes from a rather large family with five siblings, her 
mother is a housewife while her father works as a mosaic layer. After her eldest sister got married and 
settled in Khulna, Paira and her two elder sisters were only able to continue their studies till class 5. Soon, 
they had to start working in a garments manufacturing factory in order to provide financial support for her 
parents.

According to Paira, her father wasn’t the type who worked hard to secure his daughters’ futures, and her 
sisters were encouraged to work to save up a good sum of money for bearing their own marriage expenses 
and dowry. Paira said most grooms and their families prefer a girl from a more well-to-do family, since the 
dowry and chances of financial support will be better, and will also improve the groom’s quality of life. 

Since Paira and her sisters contribute to the family’s income, they were never pressured to get married once 
the proposals started to arrive. In addition, to save up substantial money for wedding costs and dowry, they 
needed more time. This had a pitfall of its own, since the chances of finding a good suitor become slim as the 
girls become older.

Although Paira’s family made several attempts through relatives and professional matchmakers, they could 
not find good suitors for her sisters. The matchmaker kept bringing in proposals from older men, divorced 
men, and men from families of ill repute. Meanwhile, her parents maintained that they will marry off the 
older daughters first, and then the younger ones, no matter how long it took. 

After some time, two of Paira’s elder sisters were married at the age of 30 and then finally came Paira’s turn 
came. However, she says, with grief:

“Since I am not well-educated and do not have any money saved up,
there aren’t that many good families who approach me for marriage.

I wanted to get married since I was 20 but,
I feel there’s no hope for me anymore.”
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25 eQi eqmx cvqiv, Zvi 3 eQi eq‡m gv-evevi mv‡_ Lyjbv †_‡K XvKvq Av‡m| †m mgq Zvi evev-gv GKwU fvj Kv‡Ri †LuvR KiwQj| 
cvqivi Av‡iv  5 fvB‡evb wQj| Zvi gv GKRb M„wnYx Ges evev †gvRvBK wgw ¿̄i KvR K‡ib| Lyjbv‡Z Zvi eo †ev‡bi we‡q nq Ges †m 
†mLv‡bB †_‡K hvq| ew Í̄‡Z cvqiv I Zvi Ab¨ ỳB eo †ev‡bi cov‡jLv cÂg ‡kªYx ch©šÍ G‡m †_‡g hvq| KviY, Zv‡`i gv-evev‡K 
A_©‰bwZKfv‡e mn‡hvwMZv Kivi Rb¨ Zv‡`i‡K GKwU ˆZwi †cvlvK KviLvbvq KvR wb‡Z nq|

cvqivi g‡Z, Zvi evev Zvi †g‡q‡`i fwel¨r wb‡q †Kvb wPšÍvfvebv K‡iwb, Avi ZvB Zvi †evb‡`i wb‡R‡`i we‡q I †hŠZz‡Ki LiP †hvMv‡oi 
Rb¨  PvKwi Ki‡Z Drmvn †`qv nq| cvqiv Rvbvq,  †ewkifvM cvÎ I Zvi cwievi †hŠZzK I A_©‰bwZK mn‡hvwMZv jvf Ges AwaKZi DbœZ 
Rxeb-hvc‡bi Avkvq A‡cÿvK…Z m̂”Qj cwiev‡ii cvÎx we‡q Ki‡Z Pvq| †h‡nZy cvqiv I Zvi †ev‡biv cvwievi‡K Avw_©Kfv‡e mvnvh¨ KiwQj, 
†m Kvi‡Y wewfbœ mg‡q we‡qi cȪ Íve Avm‡jI, Zv‡`i‡K KL‡bv we‡qi Rb¨ Pvc †`qv nqwb| GQvovI, we‡q I †hŠZz‡Ki Rb¨ evowZ UvKv 
†hvMv‡oi Rb¨ Zv‡`i Av‡iv mg‡qi cÖ‡qvRb wQj| G‡Z Avevi Ab¨ ai‡Yi GKwU mgm¨vi ˆZix nq| KviY, †g‡q‡`i eqm hZ ev‡o, fvj 
cvÎ cvIqvi my‡hvM ZZ K‡g|

hw`I Zv‡`i AvZ¥xq-¯̂Rb I NU‡Ki gva¨‡g cvqivi cwievi Zv‡`i we‡qi Rb¨ A‡bK †Póv K‡i‡Q, Zey Zvi †evb‡`i Rb¨ fvj cvÎ cvIqv 
hvqwb| NUK †hme cv‡Îi cȪ Íve Av‡b, Zv‡`i Kv‡iv eqm †ekx, ‡KDev ZvjvKcÖvß, A_ev Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii e`bvg i‡q‡Q| Avevi gv-evev 
PvBwQj †h,  Zv‡`i eo †g‡q‡`i we‡q Av‡M n‡e Ges Gici hZw`bB jv¸K, c‡i †QvU †g‡q‡`i we‡q n‡e| c‡i, 30 eQi eq‡m cvqivi 
eo ỳB †ev‡bi we‡q nq Ges Gic‡iB cvqivi mgq Av‡m| wKš‘ cvqiv ỳtL wb‡q e‡j: 

“‡h‡nZz Avwg †ekx cov‡jLv Kwi bvB Ges Avgvi ‡Kvb mÂq bvB,
Avgv‡K we‡q Kivi Rb¨ †Zgb †Kvb fvj cwievi †_‡K cȪ Íve Av‡m bv|

20 eQi eqm †_‡KB Avwg we‡q Ki‡Z †P‡qwQjvg, 
Kš‘ Avgvi g‡b nq, GLb fvj we‡qi Avi †Kvb Avkv bvB|”
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As a result of being single beyond the median marriage age of 16, these young women are often taunted. They 
are called “bura meye” (old hag) and “abiyatta” (old maid/spinster). More often than not, the general attitude is 
to blame the girl for not getting married or imply that something must be wrong with her, “meyer dosh ache”.

Stigma of Delaying Marriage

GKUv †g‡qi eqm 16 eQi (ew¯Í‡Z we‡qi Mo eqm) cvi n‡q hvevi ciI we‡q bv n‡j, mgv‡Ri †jvKRb Zv‡K wb‡q bvbv Dcnvm K‡i|  
Zv‡`i‡K, Ôeywo †g‡qÕ Ges ÔAvweqvBËvÕ BZ¨vw` bv‡g WvKv nq| †ewkifvM mg‡q, †g‡q‡`i we‡q bv n‡j †mB †g‡qUv‡KB mvaviYZ †`vlv‡ivc 
Kiv nq Ges ejv nq †h, Zvi ¯^fve Lvivc, Ô‡g‡qi †`vl Av‡QÕ|

we‡q‡Z wej¤^RwbZ mvgvwRK jvÃbv 
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Keya is a 22 year old unmarried young woman from Dhaka. She has two brothers and parents. Her mother is 
a housewife and father is a van driver. Her father had small business before but had an unfortunate accident 
in business hence took upon driving. Her parents are not educated and can only write their names. Keya 
Studied up to class 8. She dropped out of school because of financial struggles, her parents decided it was not 
worth investing in their daughter’s education and rather let her work in garment factories for the added 
income. After working as  a garment worker for a long time, she is now an independent tailor at home after 
buying a sewing machine. She doesn’t work regularly as she is sick; had her appendix removed. She earns 
approximately 2,000 taka per month. 

Previously, she used to get a lot of marriage proposals starting from age 10. However, the number decreased 
gradually and she is still unmarried at 22. She used to refuse the proposals before as the prospective grooms 
did not match her expectations in terms of education, personality, or sometimes she did not match the 
groom’s expectations. She blames herself for the delay in her marriage, “beshi bachbichar korsi” (I was being 
too picky). Keya said a few of her suitors eventually chose to marry other girls who were younger than her. 

As Keya became older, insulting nicknames such as, abiyatta and bin-biyai (spinster), stuck to her; her 
neighbors frequently shout out and taunt her when she steps out of her house. Gossip stretches so far as to 
accuse her of being possessed by a supernatural force, djinn (evil spirit), which further hinders Keya from 
getting marriage proposals.

She laments that, in reality, the social shaming and endless gossip have forever tarnished her reputation and 
ruined all chances of her getting married.
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†Kqv XvKvq emevmiZ 22 eQi eqmx GKRb AweevwnZ Aíeqmx bvix| Zvi `yB fvB Ges gv-evev Av‡Q| Zvi gv GKRb M„wnYx Ges evev 
f¨vb PvjK| Zvi evevi Av‡M ‡QvU-Lv‡Uv GKwU e¨emv wQj| wKš‘ e¨emvq GKwU `yN©Ubvi c‡i †m GLb f¨vb Pvjvq| Zvi gv-evev cov‡jLv 
Rv‡b bv, ïaygvÎ bvg wjL‡Z cv‡i| †Kqv K¬vm GBU ch©šÍ c‡o‡Q| `vwi‡`ªi Kvi‡Y Zvi cov‡jLv eÜ n‡q hvq| Gici Zvi gv-evev msmv‡ii 
evowZ Av‡qi Rb¨ Zv‡K Mv‡g©›Um& KviLvbvi Kv‡R †`q| †m A‡bKw`b  Mv‡g©‡›Um KviLvbvq KvR K‡i‡Q| GLb †m GKwU †mjvB †gwkb 
wK‡b evmvq e‡mB ¯^vaxbfv‡e `wR©i KvR K‡i wKš‘ Zvi G‡cbwW· Acv‡ikb Kivi Kvi‡Y †m GLb Amy¯’, ZvB wbqwgZ KvR Ki‡Z cv‡i 
bv| †m cÖwZ gv‡m cÖvq 2,000 UvKvi gZ Avq K‡i|

`k eQi eqm †_‡KB Zvi Rb¨ cÖPzi we‡qi cÖ¯Íve Avmv ïiæ K‡i| wKš‘ ax‡i ax‡i cÖ¯Íve Avmvi cwigvY K‡g hvq Ges GB 22 eQi eq‡mI 
†m AweevwnZ Av‡Q| cÖ_g w`‡K, †m A‡bK †Q‡ji cÖ¯Íve wdwi‡q w`‡q‡Q, KviY, †m me cv‡Îi wkÿv ev e¨w³Z¡ Zvi Avkv-AvKv•¶vi mv‡_ 
wg‡j bvB| Avevi Zv‡KI A‡bK cvÎ cQ›` K‡i bvB KviY, cv‡Îi Avkvi mv‡_ wg‡j bvB| GB Ki‡Z Ki‡Z Zvi we‡q †`ix n‡q †M‡Q| 
GLb Zvi we‡q bv nIqvi Rb¨ †m wb‡R‡KB †`vlv‡ivc K‡i, Ò‡ewk evQwePvi KiwQÓ| †Kqv e‡j‡Q, Zv‡K we‡q Ki‡Z B”QyZ wKQz cvÎ †kl 
ch©šÍ Ab¨ †g‡q‡`i we‡q K‡i‡Q, hviv Zvi †_‡K eq‡m A‡bK †QvU| 

†Kqvi eqm hZ †e‡o‡Q, ÔAvweqvBËvÕ Ges Ôweb-weqvBÕ-Gi gZ Dcnv‡mi bvg¸‡jv Zvi mv‡_ †mu‡U †M‡Q| †m Ni †_‡K †ei n‡jB 
Av‡kcv‡ki †jvKRb Zv‡K †Rv‡i †Rv‡i Hme bv‡g Wv‡K Ges Dcnvm K‡i| GgbwK ¸ReI i‡U †h, Zv‡K ÔwR‡bÕ a‡i‡Q| G Kvi‡Y Zvi 
we‡qi cÖ¯Íve AvmvI K‡g hvq|

†m Lye `ytL K‡i Rvbvq, GBme Dcnvm, Av‡Rev‡R ¸Re,  Zvi gvb-m¤§vb ayjvq wgwk‡q w`‡q‡Q Ges Zvi we‡q nIqvi hZUzKz m¤¢vebv wQj, 
me GK`g aŸsm K‡i w`‡q‡Q|
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Aklima, an unmarried 18-year-old RMG worker told us: 

“I work in a garments factory with my mother for over three years now...
no one in my village knows that I work; 

they think girls who work outside of the home have ‘loose character’.
Now, my parents are trying to arrange my  marriage with a boy who lives abroad,

 but they forbade me to disclose to the boy’s family that I have a job.
If I do,  they will take their proposal elsewhere.”

Aklima explains that working late triggers suspicions of secret affairs, often instigated by prying neighbors, 
and the adolescent girls  are often referred to as “loose meye”, which means being promiscuous. The act of 
spending their own money on themselves i.e. buying  clothes and accessories, or going out with friends is 
seen as being “behishabi” (careless about saving). These traits are not typically desired by males when 
choosing brides.

AvKwjgv bv‡gi 18 eQ‡ii AweevwnZ GKRb Mv‡g©›Um Kg©x Avgv‡`i e‡j‡Q: 

“Avwg wZb eQ‡ii Dc‡i GKUv Mv‡g©›Um d¨v±wi‡Z Avgvi gv‡qi mv‡_ KvR Kwi...

Avwg †h KvR Kwi Zv Avgvi MÖv‡gi †KD Rv‡bbv; Zviv g‡b K‡i, †hme †g‡qiv N‡ii evB‡i KvR K‡i Zv‡`i ÔPwiÎ LvivcÕ|

GLb Avgvi gv-evev GK †Q‡ji mv‡_ Avgvi we‡q †`evi †Póv Ki‡Q †h we‡`‡k _v‡K,

wKš‘ Avgv‡K Zviv mveavb K‡i‡Q, hv‡Z cv‡Îi cwievi Rvb‡Z bv cv‡i †h Avwg Mv‡g©›Um G PvKwi Kwi|

Avwg hw` RvbvB, Zvn‡j Zviv cÖ¯Íve wdwi‡q wb‡e|”
AvKwjgv Rvbvq, KvR †_‡K †`wi K‡i wdi‡j Av‡kcv‡ki †jvKRb m‡›`n K‡i †h, Zvi nq‡Zv †Kvb †Mvcb †cÖ‡gi m¤úK© Av‡Q| cÖwZ‡ekxiv 
Zv‡`i‡K A‡bK Av‡Rev‡R e‡j, ‡hgb -  ÔjyR †g‡qÕ (Lvivc Pwi‡Îi †g‡q) I D”Q…•Lj| Zviv hw` wb‡R‡`i UvKv wb‡R‡`i Kv‡R LiP 
K‡i, †hgb - †cvlvK ev Ab¨vb¨ `iKvwi wRwbl †Kbv, ev eÜz‡`i mv‡_ Nyi‡Z hvIqv, Z‡e Zv‡`i‡K †ewnmvex wn‡m‡e WvKv nq| GKRb 
†g‡q‡K we‡qi cvÎx wn‡m‡e cQ›` Kivi Rb¨ GmKj ˆewkó¨¸‡jv mvaviYZ cyiæ‡liv cQ›` K‡ibv|
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We encountered adolescent girls and young women who have been working for several  years and would like 
to take a break and have a less stressful domestic life. 

Mou is a 22-year-old unmarried young woman, who works 12-hour shifts, six days a week over the last nine 
years in Dhaka. She lost her father when she was only 13, dropped out of school, and by using a fake birth 
certificates, she began working as a temporary employee at a local garments factory. Since then, she has been 
the sole rice-winner of the family, and looks after her mother and two younger brothers who are now in 
classes five and eight respectively.

She dreams to - “One day buy land in the village and build a house for ourselves

so we don't always have to live here.” 
Something she thinks her father would have done for the family, had he been alive. Towards the end of our 
conversation, Mou talks about the type of traits she desires in a husband:

“I wish for a rich husband, so I wouldn't have to work again a single day of my life.”
Of the few garment workers we interviewed, Mou was not an exception. For adolescent girls working in 
garment factories, it was clear that the fatigue of working long hours and providing for their families  catches 
up to them. Many of them were prepared to quit working once they find a rich husband and can start living a 
domesticated, stay-at-home life. 

Pressure of being a Rice-winner and Delaying Marriage
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Avgv‡`i Ggb A‡bK wK‡kvix Ges Aíeq¯‹ bvixi mv‡_ †`Lv n‡q‡Q hviv K‡qK eQi a‡iB Avqg~jK Kv‡R hy³ Av‡Qb| wKš‘ eZ©gv‡b Zv‡`i 
A‡b‡KB GB Kg©Rxeb Ges cvwievwiK  fiY‡cvl‡Yi `vwqZ¡ wb‡Z wb‡Z K¬všÍ| Zviv Zv‡`i GB K¬vwšÍKi Rxeb †_‡K weiwZ wb‡Z Pvb| Zviv 
GKwU Zzjbvg~jK Kg Pv‡ci mvsmvwiK Rxeb Pvb|

†gŠ bMi ew¯Í‡Z emevmiZ GKRb 22 eQi eqmx AweevwnZ bvix| †m XvKvq MZ bq eQi a‡i mßv‡ni 6 w`bB 12 NÈv wkd‡U GKUv 
Mv‡g©›Um d¨v±wi‡Z KvR Ki‡Q| gvÎ 13 eQi eq‡m  evev‡K nviv‡bvi ci Zvi ¯‹z‡j hvIqv eÜ n‡q hvq, mgvwß N‡U Zvi covïbvi| 
cieZ©x‡Z, bKj  Rb¥mb‡`i gva¨‡g GKwU ¯’vbxq Mv‡g©›Um d¨v±wi‡Z A¯’vqx kªwgK wn‡m‡e KvR ïiæ K‡i †m| ZLb †_‡KB †m Zvi 
cwiev‡ii cÖavb DcvR©bKvix| msmv‡i Zvi gv Ges †QvU `yB fvB Av‡Q, hv‡`i GKRb K¬vk dvB‡f Ges Ab¨Rb K¬vk GB‡U c‡o| G‡`i 
mK‡ji †`Lv‡kvbvi `vwqZ¡I Zvi| 

†m ¯^cœ †`‡L  -  “Kw`b Avwg Avgv‡`i MÖv‡g Rwg wKbe Ges Avgv‡`i wb‡R‡`i evwo evbv‡ev, hv‡Z Avgv‡`i GBLv‡b (ew¯Í‡Z) 

mvivRxeb _vK‡Z bv nq|”
gv‡Sgv‡S †m fv‡e, Zvi evev †eu‡P _vK‡j wZwbI Zvi gZ K‡iB fve‡Zb, GgbUvB Ki‡Z PvB‡Zb| K_vi †kl ch©v‡q, †gŠ Zvi ¯^vgxi 
gv‡S wK wK ¸b ev ˆewkó¨ †`L‡Z Pvq †m¸‡jv wb‡q K_v e‡j: “Avwg GKRb abx ¯^vgx PvB, †hb Avgv‡K we‡qi ci mviv Rxeb Avi 

GKw`bI KvR Ki‡Z bv nq|” 

Avgiv Aí †h K‡qKRb Mv‡g©›Um Kg©x‡`i mv¶vrKvi wb‡qwQ, Zv‡`i gv‡S †gŠ †Kvb e¨wZµg wQj bv| Mv‡g©›Um d¨v±wi‡Z Kg©iZ 
wK‡kvix‡`i †¶‡Î GUv my¯có †h, `xN© Kg©NÈv Ges KvR Kivi  Aemv` Ges cwiev‡ii fiY‡cvlY †hvMv‡bvi Pv‡c Zviv GKmgq K¬všÍ n‡q 
hvq| Zv‡`i gv‡S A‡b‡KB GKRb m”Qj ¯^vgx †c‡jB PvKzix †Q‡o w`‡q mvsmvwiK Ges M„wnYx n‡q Rxeb ïiæ Kivi Rb¨ cÖ¯‘Z n‡q hvq|

cwiev‡ii fiY‡cvl‡Yi `vwqZ¡cvj‡bi Pvc Ges we‡q‡Z †`ix nIqv



cwieZ©bkxj AvKv•¶v Ges ev¯—evq‡bi m¶gZv

Changing Aspirations and Negotiating Agency
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Despite the challenges adolescent girls and young women face in these urban slums, many of these girls 
are strong-willed and express high aspirations to study more and have financial independence. Our 
research found that despite being subjected to child marriage, many of these girls continue to negotiate 
their agency in pursuing education and work and delaying pregnancy. In some cases, young girls also 
shared aspirations of getting married early and having a husband look after them. 

From the 61 in-depth interviews we conducted with married and unmarried adolescent girls and young 
women, it was  found that the path to their dreams is often riddled with tensions and obstacles, as they 
navigate and negotiate new spaces for themselves. The following narratives have been selected to reflect 
the journeys these adolescent girls and young women face, given the pressures to maintain social norms. 
However, despite these constraints,  some of them have carved out a space for themselves challenging 
traditional roles and expectations in the community. 

bMiew¯Í‡Z emevmiZ †hmKj wK‡kvix Ges Aíeqmx bvix i‡q‡Q Zv‡`i A‡b‡Ki gv‡SB kZ evav I mgm¨vi m¤§yLxb nIqv m‡Ë¡I AviI 
covïbv Kivi Ges Avw_©Kfv‡e ¯^vej¤^x nIqvi `„p AwfcÖvq Ges D”PvKv•¶v j¶¨ Kiv hvq| Avgv‡`i M‡elYvq cÖvß Z_¨ n‡Z †`Lv hvq 
†h, Aí  eq‡m we‡q n‡q hvIqvi c‡iI A‡bK †g‡qiv cov‡kvbv ev KvR Pvwj‡q wb‡q hvIqvi Rb¨ cÖwZwbqZ Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii mv‡_ 
Av‡jvPbv K‡i hv‡”Q Ges ev”Pv †bIqvi †¶‡Î †`ix Ki‡Q| Z‡e wKQz †¶‡ÎI A‡b‡K Aek¨ GUvI Rvwb‡q‡Q †h Zviv Av‡Mfv‡MB we‡q 
Ki‡Z Pvq Ges  Zviv Pvq Zv‡`i †`Lv‡kvbvi Rb¨ GKRb ¯^vgx _vKzK|

weevwnZ Ges AweevwnZ wK‡kvix Ges Aíeqmx bvix‡`i mv‡_ Kiv 61wU wbweo mv¶vrKvi n‡Z GUv †`Lv hvq †h, GmKj wK‡kvix Ges 
Aíeqmx bvix‡`i ̄ ^‡cœi c_ cÖvqkB bvbviKg ̀ ywðšÍv Ges evuavi Rv‡j Ave×, †Kbbv Zviv wb‡R‡`i ̄ ^cœ AR©‡bi Rb¨ msM«vg K‡i hv‡”Q, 
GgbwK mgv‡Ri A‡bK cÖ_vMZ aviYvi weiæ‡× wM‡q gZc«Kvk I ev¯Íevqb  K‡i hv‡”Q| cieZ©x b¨v†iwUf¸‡jv‡Z mgv‡Ri wbqgKvby‡bi 
weiæ‡× GBmKj wK‡kvix Ges Aíeqmx bvix‡`i GB hvÎvUv Zz‡j aivi ‡Póv Kiv n‡q‡Q| †`Lv hvq †h, GB mKj evuav m‡Ë¡I, Zv‡`i 
gv‡S †KD †KD mgv‡Ri Avkv AvKv•¶v Ges cÖ_vMZ wbqg ixwZi †Zvqv°v bv K‡i wbR¯^ GKUv cwimi ˆZwi K‡i wb‡q‡Q| 





Rupa, featured earlier in the section Dynamics of Child Marriage (page 65), turned the situation around for 
herself even though she was emotionally blackmailed into child marriage by her lover at the age of 15. 

From the first time we spoke to Rupa, she has continued to pursue her studies in Bachelor of Business Studies 
1st year in a government college in Dhaka. She is also  working in several jobs, including teaching at BRAC 
pre-primary school and providing private tutoring to students.

It has been a year since our first interview with Rupa; she now has a 2 month old baby whom she nurses while 
she prepares for her Honours 1st year Accounting exams. In addition, she spends some time conducting 
program activities for a local NGO, which helps raise awareness on child marriage and violence against women. 
She is confident, and financially independent. Her husband is exploring opportunities for labour work abroad, 
and Rupa shared that she wants to ensure her own financial security without depending on anyone.

It is important to note that even though Rupa’s father was a local influential leader, there was very little her 
family could have done to protect their reputation, if her now husband (ex-lover) had gone ahead with his 
threats of suicide if they didn’t give Rupa in marriage. Due to Rupa’s father’s support she has been able to  
continue her education, which is not that common for young girls in poorer families who are married early.

Aspirations to Study and Work Despite Child Marriage

Page 135 | c…ôv 135



evj¨weevn m‡Ë¡I wk¶vMªnY I KvR Kivi AvKv•¶v

iƒcv, hvi K_v evj¨weev‡ni bvbvgyLx †cÖ¶vcU †mKk‡b Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡q‡Q (c…ôv-65), †m Zvi Ae¯’vi cwieZ©b Ki‡Z †c‡iwQj hw`I 
gvÎ 15 eQi eq‡m Zvi †cÖwgK Zv‡K wewfbœ B‡gvkbvj ûgwK w`‡q we‡q Ki‡Z eva¨ K‡iwQj| 

cÖ_gevi hLb Avgiv iƒcvi mv‡_ K_v ewj, ZLb †_‡K †m XvKvi GKwU miKvix K‡j‡R Abvm© cÖ_g e‡l© e¨emvq wk¶v wefv‡M cov‡kvbv 
Kivi cÖ¯ÍzwZ wbw”Qj| †m wewfbœ Kv‡Ri mv‡_I hy³ wQj, †hgb †m eª¨v‡Ki cÖvK-cÖv_wgK we`¨vj‡qi wk¶K wQj Ges cvkvcvwk †ek wKQz 
QvÎQvÎx‡`i Avjv`v K‡i cÖvB‡fUI cov‡Zv|

iƒcvi mv‡_ mv¶vrKvi †bqvi cÖvq 1 eQi c‡i Avevi Avgiv Zvi mv‡_ K_v ewj| ZLb †m 2 gvm eqmx GKwU ev”Pvi gv, hv‡K wb‡qB †m Zvi 
Abvm© cÖ_g e‡l©i wnmveweÁvb cix¶vi Rb¨ cÖ¯‘wZ wbw”Q‡jv| ZvQvov ¯’vbxq GKwU Gb.wR.I cÖK‡íi wewfbœ Kvh©µ‡gi mv‡_I †m hy³ †h¸‡jv 
g~jZ evj¨weevn Ges bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv wel‡q m‡PZbZv e„w×‡Z KvR K‡i| i–cv GKRb AvZ¥wek¦vmx Ges Avw_©Kfv‡e ¯^vej¤^x gvbyl| Zvi 
¯^vgx cÖev‡m Kv‡Ri my‡hvM LyuRwQj| iƒcv Kv‡iv Dci wbf©i bv K‡iB Zvi wb‡Ri Avw_©K wbivcËv wbwðZ Ki‡Z Pvq e‡j Rvbvq|

iƒcvi fvl¨g‡Z, iƒcv‡K hw` Zvi cwievi ZLb we‡q bv w`Z Avi Zvi ¯^vgx (mv‡eK †cÖwgK) hw` Zvi †`qv ûgwK Abyhvqx KvR KiZ Z‡e 
Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii m¤§vb bó nZ| G‡¶‡Î, ¯’vbxq cÖfvekvjx GKRb †bZv nIqv m‡Ë¡I iƒcvi evev Zvi cwiev‡ii m¤§vb i¶v‡_© †Zgb wKQzB 
Ki‡Z cviZ bv| evevi mnvqZvq iƒcv Zvi covïbv Pvwj‡q †h‡Z cviwQj| Am¡”Qj cwiev‡ii Aí eq‡mi we‡q n‡q hvIqv †g‡q‡`i †¶‡Î 
GiKg Lye GKUv j¶¨ Kiv hvq bv| 
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Some adolescents pressure their parents to agree to child marriage through emotional blackmail and other 
strategies. This manner of negotiation is  typical in cases where adolescent girls want to marry their boyfriends 
(vice versa), but the parents do not accept the match or feel their daughters aren’t ready. The children then put 
pressure on their parents by eloping, or threatening to elope or commit suicide.

When asked about how and why Shorna got married at just 15, she recounted how her parents were left with 
no choice, but to accept her relationship and marry her off  once they found out she had been physically 
intimate with a boy that they did not approve of. She stated:

“I planned and ran away one day from school to his friend’s home.
I called my parents after a day to let them know that

I have been with him the whole night;
they were furious but, their hands were tied,

they accepted us anyway and got us married.”

Aspirations for Marriage
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wKQz wKQz wK‡kvixiv Zv‡`i evev-gv‡K bvbv †KŠk‡j B‡gvkbvj eø¨vK‡gj K‡i Zv‡`i Aíeq‡m we‡q Kwi‡q †`qvi Rb¨ Pvc cÖ‡qvM K‡i| 
wK‡kvixiv hLb Zv‡`i †cÖwgK‡K we‡q Ki‡Z Pvq (ev †cÖwgK hLb Zv‡`i we‡q Ki‡Z Pvq) wKš‘ Zv‡`i cwievi Zv‡`i †cÖwgK‡K †g‡qi 
Dchy³ e‡j g‡b K‡i bv ev Zv‡`i †g‡qi we‡qi eqm nqwb e‡j we‡q‡Z gZ w`‡Z Pvq bv †mBmKj †¶‡ÎB GBiKg NUbv¸‡jv mvaviYZ 
j¶¨ Kiv hvq| GiKg †¶‡Î, †Q‡j‡g‡qiv mvaviYZ cvwj‡q hvq, ev cvwj‡q hv‡e ev AvZ¥nZ¨v Ki‡e e‡j fq †`wL‡q evev gv‡K ivRx 
Kiv‡bvi †Póv K‡i| 

gvÎ 15 eQi eq‡m †Kb we‡q K‡iwQ‡j wR‡Ám Kivq, ̄ Ŷ©v Rvbvq †h wKfv‡e Zvi evev gv Zvi †cÖwg‡Ki mv‡_ Zvi kvixwiK NwbôZvi K_v Rvb‡Z 
†c‡i Zvi †cÖ‡gi m¤cK© †g‡b wb‡Z Ges Zv‡`i we‡q w`‡q w`‡Z eva¨ n‡qwQj| hw`I Zvi evev gv Zvi †cÖ‡gi weiæ‡× wQj| †m e‡j:

“Avwg Av‡MB cwiKíbv K‡i †i‡LwQjvg Ges †mB Abyhvqx GKw`b ¯‹zj †_‡K

Avgvi (‡cÖwg‡Ki) eÜyi evmvq cvwj‡q hvB|

GKw`b ci Avwg Avgvi evev gv‡K †dvb K‡i RvbvB †h Avwg Avgvi eÜyi mv‡_ ivZ KvwU‡qwQ;

Zviv ZLb †i‡M hvq, wKš‘ Zv‡`i nvZ evuav wQj,

Zviv Avgv‡`i  †g‡b wb‡Z eva¨ nq Ges Avgv‡`i we‡q w`‡q †`q|”  

we‡qi AvKv•¶v 



On their wedding night, 16-year-old Mabia handed her husband, Raju a condom but, he refused to wear it.

"Why would I not enjoy it with my wife? It's not like I am going elsewhere...” - was her husband’s reasoning.

He also explained how he wanted a child, which would help strengthen their marriage, and would also improve 
the relationship between his parents and Mabia. Raju’s parents were not in favour of him marrying a woman 
of dark complexion.

The next day, Mabia went to a local pharmacy and bought her first birth-control pills. Since then, she has been 
secretly taking the pills without informing her husband and mother-in-law. She shared that her bhabi 
(neighbour’s wife) informed her about the pills.

“I keep them under my pillow, they don't need to know.” - she shared with a smile.

Mabia  was born an orphan, who attended four years of Madrasa schooling but dropped out due to incidences 
of sexual harassment from Hujurs (Islamic teachers). Regardless of the extreme difficulties of being an orphan, 
a school dropout, and being a victim of child marriage with no earnings of her own, we see her asserting herself 
and expressing her right to using birth-control.

Choosing to Delay Pregnancy
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we‡qi ci cÖ_g iv‡ZB, 16 eQi eqmx gvweqv Zvi ¯̂vgx ivRyi nv‡Z KbWg †`q| wKš‘ ivRy †mUv cÖZ¨vL¨vb K‡i, e¨envi Ki‡e bv e‡j Rvbvq|

“‡Kb Avwg Avgvi ¯¿xi †hŠb mvwbœa¨ m¤c~Y©fv‡e Dc‡fvM Kie bv? Ggb †Zv bv †h Avwg Ab¨ †Kv_vI hvw”Q|”
- KviY wn‡m‡e Zvi ¯^vgxi e¨vL¨vUv GiKgB wQj|

Zvi ¯^vgx AviI e‡j †h, †m GKwU ev”Pv Pvq hv Zv‡`i we‡qUv‡K AviI gReyZ Ki‡e Ges gvweqvi mv‡_ Zvi evev gv‡qi m¤c‡K©iI DbœwZ 
n‡e| D‡jøL¨ †h, gvweqvi Mv‡qi is Kv‡jv nIqvq ivRyi evev gv‡qi Zv‡`i we‡q‡Z gZ wQj bv| 

c‡ii w`b, gvweqv ¯’vbxq GKwU Jl‡ai †`vKv‡b hvq Ges Zvi Rxe‡b cÖ_g Rb¥wbqš¿Y ewo wK‡b Av‡b| ZLb †_‡KB †m Zvi ¯^vgx Ges 
kvïwo‡K bv Rvwb‡q †Mvc‡b ewo Lv‡”Q| †m Rvbvq †h, Zvi fvex (cÖwZ‡ekxi ¯¿x) Zv‡K wc‡ji wel‡q Rvwb‡qwQj| 

GKUz †n‡m †m Rvbvq - “Avwg †m¸‡jv Avgvi evwj‡ki wb‡P ivwL, †hb †KD Rvb‡Z bv cv‡i|”
gvweqv wQj Abv_| 4 eQi gv`ªvmvq covïbv Kivi gv‡SB †m gv`ªvmvi ûRyi Øviv †hŠb nqivbxi wkKvi nq Ges eva¨ n‡q cov‡kvbv †Q‡o 
†`q| Abv_, ¯‹zj †_‡K S‡i civ, evj¨weev‡ni wkKvi, Zvi Dci †bB †Kvb wbR¯^ Avq DcvR©b- GZme cÖwZKzjZvi c‡iI Avgiv gvweqv‡K 
†`L‡Z cvB Rb¥wbqš¿Y ewo e¨env‡ii gva¨‡g †m Zvi AwaKv‡ii cÖKvk Ges PP©v Ki‡Q|

‡`wi‡Z Mf©avi‡Yi wm×vš—



Sania is a 17 year old adolescent girl who studies in class 9. Despite the social insecurities within the slum, she 
walks to school on her own since none of her schoolmates live close by. Compared to others in the slum, her 
family is better off financially as her mother works in a garment factory as a senior operator and her father 
works in a jute mill. She is second among three siblings, her younger sister got a scholarship from BRAC and 
studies in class 6. Her brother is in class 12 and works with her father in the same jute mill. 

After finishing class 8 she wanted to do something different and chose to go for vocational training in electrical 
engineering. Although she was enrolled in beauty care training she was not interested and wanted to enroll in 
electrical engineering with her brother. Her mother did not agree to it, however Sania convinced her that the 
beauty care area will be filled with women, but not the electrical engineering field. She boasted that in 
Chattogram, she would be one of the few, because female electrical engineers are not common. Her mother 
agreed and Sania received 1 year vocational training in electrical engineering from a local NGO. The training 
was free and they received conveyance fee from the NGO. Later she worked in Abul Khair Steel Mill for 6 
months before starting class 9. She stated,

“There were only 2 types of technical trainings...
for girls, the training comprised of nursing, beauty care, tailoring...

and for the boy’s they had training on electrical engineering. 
Then I thought that it’s not fair for me to attend the girl’s sessions all the time as everyone is doing it,

I have to attend the boy’s session because it seemed interesting.”

Choosing to be an Electrical Engineer 
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Avgiv hLb mvwbqvi (17 eQi) mv¶vrKvi wbB ZLb †m K¬vk bvB‡b c‡o| ew¯Íi Af¨šÍixY mvgvwRK wbivcËvnxbZv m‡Ë¡I †m GKvB †nu‡U 
¯‹z‡j hvq, Zvi †Kvb mncvVx Zvi Av‡k cv‡k emevmI K‡i bv| †m Rvbvq †h ew¯Í‡Z emevmKvix Ab¨vb¨‡`i Zzjbvq Zv‡`i Avw_©K Ae¯’v 
‡gvUvgywU fvjB| Zvi gv GKwU Mv‡g©›Um d¨v±wi‡Z wmwbqi Acv‡iUi wn‡m‡e KvR K‡i Ges Zvi evev GKwU RyUwg‡j KvR K‡i| wZb 
fvB‡ev‡bi gv‡S †m wØZxq, Zvi †QvU †evb eª¨vK †_‡K e„wË †c‡q‡Q Ges GLb †m K¬vk wm‡· co‡Q| Zvi fvB Øv`k †kªwY‡Z co‡Q Ges 
cvkvcvwk evevi mv‡_ GKB RyU wg‡j KvRI Ki‡Q|   

K¬vk GBU †kl K‡i mvwbqv wfbœ wKQz Ki‡Z †P‡qwQj Ges B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvwis G KvwiMwi cÖwk¶Y wb‡Z †P‡qwQj| B”Qv bv _vKv m‡Ë¡I 
†m cvj©v‡ii cÖwk¶Y †bqv ïiæ K‡i, hw`I Zvi B”Qv fvB‡qi mv‡_ B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvwis G †hvM †`qvi| Zvi gv †mUv †g‡b wb‡Z Pvw”Q‡jb 
bv| A‡bK Aby‡iv‡ai ci mvwbqv Zvi gv‡K †evSv‡Z m¶g nq †h cvj©v‡ii GB †m±‡i Kv‡Ri my‡hvM Kg, KviY GUv kxNªB †g‡q‡`i w`‡q 
c~Y© n‡q hv‡e wKš‘ B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvwis G GgbUv n‡e bv| †m n‡e PÆMÖv‡gi Me©| †h‡nZz bvix B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvi Lye GKUv †bB 
PÆMÖv‡g, †m n‡e Aí K‡qKRb bvix B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvi†`i gv‡S GKRb| Zvi gv ivRx n‡q hvq Ges mvwbqv ¯’vbxq GKwU Gb.wR.I n‡Z 
B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvwis G 1 eQi †gqv`x KvwiMwi cÖwk¶Y MÖnY K‡i| GB cÖwk¶YwU wQj m¤c~Y© wdª| Dciš‘ Gb.wR.I †_‡K Zv‡`i hvZvqZ 
fvZv cÖ`vb Kiv nZ| cieZ©x‡Z, beg †kªwY‡Z fwZ© nIqvi Av‡M †m Aveyj Lv‡qi w÷j wgj‡m 6 gvm KvRI K‡i‡Q| †m e‡j,

“‡mLv‡b 2 KvwiMwii †UªBwbs wQj...

‡g‡q‡`i Rb¨ wQj bvwm©s, weDwU †Kqvi, Ges †UBjwis...

Ges †Q‡j‡`i Rb¨ wQj B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvwis|

Avwg fvejvg, mevB Ki‡Q e‡j Avgv‡KI †g‡q‡`i †mkb¸‡jv Ki‡Z n‡e? GUv †Zv wVK bv!

Avwg †Q‡j‡`i †mkb¸‡jv Kie KviY †m¸‡jvB Avgvi Kv‡Q †ewk B›Uv‡iw÷s jvMwQj|”

B‡jw±ªK¨vj BwÄwbqvi nIqvi wm×vš—



Puja is a 20-year-old girl working at a beauty salon in Dhaka. Puja’s father is a tea stall owner and mother is a 
home maker. She has two younger sisters. One is 17 years old and another is 16 years old. Puja has studied up 
to class 10 before marriage but did not sit for SSC exam.

Puja was married off when she was 15 years old and lived with her in-laws after marriage. Her mother-in-law 
abused her emotionally and verbally every day because they wanted Puja to look after her nephews and nieces 
(the children of her husband’s sisters). She was also expected to do all the house chores for the entire family 
but Puja wanted to work and earn an income. 

Her husband is a day labourer and does not work regularly which in turn places Puja in a vulnerable position. 
She lamented, “My husband is the lazy type.”
As a result, she remains dependent on her in-laws for money. Puja needs to take permission from her husband 
to go outside and to purchase anything more than 100-200 taka. She felt the need for independent earnings 
and joined a livelihood training program seeking employment. 

She secretly began to attend the training program when her husband was not home since he did not approve. 
After six months of training, she started working at a beauty parlour which was a bit far from home. Being a 
possessive and controlling husband, he would check the streets to see if there were any men waiting for her 
on the road. 

After her father-in-law died, she saw the opportunity to be free of her mother-in-law’s abuse and convinced her 
husband to move out of that house. It was easier for her to convince him as she was earning an income and 
financially independent. They moved to a separate house to live in.  Now she feels free from being abused by 
her in-laws and shared that she has some control over her husband and her life, for now.

Free from Abuse
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20 eQi eqmx cyRv XvKvi GKwU weDwU †mjy‡b KvR Ki‡Q| cyRvi evev GKwU Pv‡qi †`vKv‡bi gvwjK Ges Zvi gv M„wnYx| Zvi †QvU ỳB †evb 
Av‡Q| GKR‡bi eqm 17 Ges Ab¨R‡bi 16| we‡qi Av‡M †m K¬vk †Ub ch©šZ co‡Z †c‡iwQj, hw`I Gm.Gm.wm cix¶v w`‡Z cv‡iwb|

15 eQi eq‡m cyRvi we‡q n‡q hvq| we‡qi ci †m Zvi kïievwo‡ZB _v‡K| Zvi kvïwo Pvq, †m Zvi ¯^vgxi `yB †ev‡bi ev”Pv‡`i †`Lv‡kvbv 
KiyK| GRb¨ cÖwZw`bB cyRvi kvïwo Zv‡K K_v ïbvq| cwiev‡ii mKj KvR cyRvB Ki‡e e‡j Zviv Avkv K‡i| wKš‘ cyRv Pvq KvR K‡i 
Avq DcvR©b Ki‡Z| 

Zvi ¯^vgx GKRb w`bgRyi Ges †m cÖwZw`b Kv‡R hvq bv| cyRvi hw` msmv‡ii Li‡Pi Rb¨ KL‡bv UvKvi cÖ‡qvRb nq Z‡e Zv‡K Zvi 
k¦ïi-kvïwoi Kv‡Q PvB‡Z nq| N‡ii evB‡i †Kv_vI hw` hvIqvi `iKvi nq Z‡e cyRv‡K Zvi ¯^vgxi AbygwZ wb‡Z nq| GgbwK 100-200 
UvKvi †ewk LiP nq Ggb †KvbwKQz wKb‡Z n‡jI cyRv‡K Zvi ¯^vgxi Kv‡Q wR‡Ám Ki‡Z nq| GRb¨B †m gwiqv n‡q wb‡Ri Rb¨ KvR 
LyuRwQj Ges cieZ©x‡Z Kv‡Ri mÜv‡b †m GKwU RxweKvms¯’vb g~jK cÖwk¶Y cÖK‡í †hvM †`q|

`ytL K‡i cyRv e‡j, “Avgvi ¯^vgx n‡”Q GKUz Ajm UvB‡ci|”
 
cyRvi ¯^vgx hLb evwo‡Z _v‡K bv, †m †Mvc‡b ZLb GB †UªBwbs G hvIqv ïiæ K‡i| Zvi ¯^vgx Lye †i‡M †hZ hLb †m evwo †divi ci cyRv‡K 
evwo‡Z †`LZ bv| GRb¨ cyRv Lye ZvovZvwo K¬vk K‡i ¯^vgx evwo †divi Av‡MB P‡j AvmZ| †UªBwbs MÖn‡Yi 6 gvm c‡i †m GKwU weDwU 
cvj©v‡i KvR Kiv ïiy K‡i †hUv wQj Zvi evmv †_‡K GKUz `~‡i| Zvi ¯^vgx Zv‡K GZUvB wbqš¿Y Ki‡Z PvBZ †h Zv‡`i evmv †_‡K cyRv †hB 
cvj©v‡i KvR Ki‡Z hvq †mLv‡b hvIqvi c_UvI †m †`L‡Z †`L‡Z †hZ †h †Kvb †Q‡j cyRvi Rb¨ `vuwo‡q Av‡Q wKbv| 

k¦ï‡ii g…Z¨zi ci cyRv Zvi kvïwoi AZ¨vPvi †_‡K gyw³i my‡hvM †`L‡Z cvq Ges †m Zvi ¯^vgx‡K GB evmv †_‡K †ei n‡q Avjv`v †Kv_vI 
P‡j hvIqvi Rb¨ †evSv‡bv ïiæ K‡i| †h‡nZz GLb †m wb‡RB DcvR©b Ki‡Q Ges Avw_©Kfv‡e ¯^vej¤^x, d‡j †m Zvi ¯^vgx‡K mn‡RB ivRx 
Kiv‡Z †c‡iwQj| Zviv Avjv`v evmvq emev‡mi Rb¨ †ei n‡q hvq| GLb †m Zvi k¦ïievwoi AZ¨vPvi †_‡K gy³| †m Rvbvq, GLb †m Zvi 
wb‡Ri Rxeb Ges AwaKš‘ Zvi ¯^vgxi DciI wKQzUv wbqš¿Y ivL‡Z cv‡i|  

wbcxob n‡Z gyw³





Conclusion

Dcmsnvi



The lives of these adolescent girls are complex, and despite multiple constraints and challenges, our 
research finds that adolescent girls are tackling new expectations and opportunities as well as changing 
social norms; most also grapple with existing gender, social and cultural pressures in the urban spaces. 
Adolescent girls expressed aspirations and made choices which sometimes were based on pragmatic 
realities as well informed by their own desires and needs. While many are confronted with these tensions 
and dilemma, some of them also exert agency with boyfriends, husbands, and even parents in order to 
achieve what they want. Whether it is to marry someone of their choice or to not marry at all, to work, to 
study even after marriage; we encountered strong-willed adolescent girls overcoming family and 
community prejudices, backlash, and temporary setbacks while pursuing their goals.

Despite the hope and optimism expressed by many, factors such as poverty, crime, lack of any real options, 
both economic, social and romantic relationships, led many of the adolescent girls to marry early in the 
slums. Some delayed their marriages out of choice, while others were forced to due to household dynamics, 
economic pressures and the need to support themselves and/or their families.

What remains to be seen, however, is what the future holds for the adolescent girls who are choosing to 
delay marriages in pursuit of education and work. How will these opportunities change over time? With an 
income, savings and more skills, will hope that they be more empowered to negotiate their health and life 
decisions and choices that impact positively on their lives. 

Many of the adolescent girls come from poor families in slums and households and they often do not have 
the social capital and networks to delay marriage, which adversely impacts on their health and life 
outcomes. Structural and social inequalities create a complex web of challenging factors, which future 
programmes and policies need to recognize. This requires not only addressing the underlying causes of 
child marriage, and initiating programs beyond the health sector, but more critical is sustaining longer term 
support for both child and delayed married adolescent girls living in urban slums.
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bMi ew¯Í‡Z emevmKvix wK‡kvix‡`i Rxeb Lye RwUj| Avgv‡`i M‡elYvq cÖvß Z_¨ Abyhvqx, eûgyLx evuav Ges P¨v‡jÄ _vKv m‡Ë¡I GB 
wK‡kvixiv bZzb cÖZ¨vkv I my‡hvM myweav, GKBmv‡_ bZzb I cwiewZ©Z mvgvwRK cÖ_vmg~n‡K MÖnY Ki‡Q| G‡`i †ewkifvMB bMi cwim‡i 
we`¨gvb wj½xq, mvgvwRK Ges mvs¯‹…wZK cÖZ¨vkv Ges Pv‡ci mv‡_ jovB K‡i hv‡”Q| wK‡kvixiv Zv‡`i B”Qv AvKv•¶vi K_v cÖKvk Ki‡Q 
Ges Zv‡`i cQ›` ¸‡jv wba©viY Ki‡Z cvi‡Q| Zv‡`i GB cQ›`¸‡jv gv‡S gv‡S ev¯ÍeZvgzLx nq, Avevi Zv‡`i wbR¯^ AvKv•¶v Ges 
cÖ‡qvRb AbyhvqxI nq| A‡b‡KB GBai‡Yi msK‡Ui gy‡LvgywL nq, Zv‡`i gv‡S †KD †KD Avevi Zviv hv Pvq Zv AR©‡bi Rb¨ Zv‡`i 
†cÖwgK, ¯^vgx GgbwK evev gv‡qi Kv‡Q wb‡Ri gZvgZ cÖKvk K‡i Ges wb‡Ri B”Qv Abyhvqx KvRI K‡i| wb‡Ri cQ‡›`i KvD‡K we‡q 
Kiv ev KL‡bvB we‡q bv Kiv, we‡qi c‡iI covïbv Pvwj‡q hvIqv, PvKwi Kiv - GBmKj wel‡q `„pmsKí †ek wKQz wK‡kvix‡`i mv‡_ 
Avgv‡`i cwiPq n‡q‡Q hviv Zv‡`i GB j¶¨ c~i‡Yi c‡_ cvwievwiK Ges mvgvwRK cÖ_v I Kzms¯‹vi, cÖwZwµqv Ges mvgwqK 
evav-wecwË¸‡jv AwZµg K‡i‡Q|

A‡b‡KB hw`I Avkv Ges BwZevPKZv cÖKvk K‡i‡Q, ZviciI `vwi`ª¨, Aciva, my‡hv‡Mi Afve, Avw_©K, mvgvwRK Ges †cÖ‡gi 
m¤cK©¸‡jvi gZ d¨v±i¸‡jvB g~jZ ew¯Í‡Z emevmiZ †g‡q‡`i Aíeq‡m we‡q nIqvi †¶‡Î ¸iæZ¡c~Y© fzwgKv ivL‡Q| †KD hw`I wbR 
B”Qvq †`ix‡Z we‡q Ki‡Z cvi‡Q, Ab¨iv †Zgwb cvwievwiK Ae¯’v, Avw_©K †cÖmvi, Ges Zv‡`i wb‡R‡`i Ges cwiev‡ii Avw_©K mnvqZv 
Kivi Rb¨ †`ix‡Z we‡q Ki‡Z eva¨ n‡”Q|  GLb †`Lvi welq n‡”Q †h, fwel¨‡Z GBmKj wK‡kvix hviv KvR Ges cov‡kvbv Pvwj‡q 
†bIqvi Rb¨ †`ix‡Z we‡q Ki‡Q, Zv‡`i cwiYwZ wK nq| GB my‡hvM¸‡jv mg‡qi mv‡_ mv‡_ wKfv‡e cwiewZ©Z nq? Zviv wbR¯^ Avq 
DcvR©b, mÂq, Ges `¶Zv wb‡q AviI †ewk Zv‡`i wb‡R‡`i ¯^v¯’¨ I Rxeb m¤cwK©Z wm×všZ¸‡jv wb‡Z m¶g n‡e hv Zv‡`i Rxe‡b 
BwZevPK cÖfve ivL‡e e‡j Avkv Kiv hvq| 

ew Í̄‡Z †ewkifvM wK‡kvixivB Lye `wi ª̀ cwievi n‡Z Av‡m Ges Zv‡`i cÖvqkB †Kvb mvgvwRK K¨vwcUvj Ges †bUIqvK© _v‡K bv hvi `iæY  
Zviv †`ix‡Z we‡q Ki‡Z cv‡i bv| GUvB Zv‡`i ¯̂v ’̈̄  Ges Rxe‡bi Dci weiæc cÖfve ‡d‡j| KvVv‡gvMZ Ges mvgvwRK AmgZv¸‡jv 
wewfbœ eÜyi Ges P¨v‡jwÄs d¨v±i¸‡jv ˆZwi K‡i| wewfbœ †cÖvMÖvg Ges cwjwmi g~jZ GB welq¸‡jv wb‡q KvR Kiv DwPZ| †Kej 
evj¨weev‡ni AšÍwb©wnZ KviY¸‡jv Zz‡j ai‡jB n‡e bv, eis ¯̂v ’̈̄ Lv‡Zi evB‡i wM‡qI wewfbœ †cÖvMÖv‡gi c`‡¶c wb‡Z n‡e| G‡¶‡Î 
me‡P‡q ̧ izZ¡c~Y© n‡e ew¯Í‡Z emevmiZ Aíeq‡m we‡q n‡q †M‡Q Ggb Ges †`ix‡Z we‡q Ki‡Q A_ev AweevwnZ _vK‡Q Ggb - mKj cÖKvi 
wK‡kvix‡`i `xN©‡gqv‡` mnvqZv Ae¨vnZ ivLv|
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