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Sabina Faiz Rashid is Dean and Professor at BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health at BRAC
University. She has a PhD, Masters and Bachelors in anthropology and public health, from The Australian
National University, Canberra, Australia, with her doctoral thesis focusing on medical anthropology and
public health. She joined the school in 2004 and was appointed Associate Dean in 2011 and Dean in 2013.
The School has been featured by WHO in 2007 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2636300/)
and by  John Hopkins in 2019
(https://globalhealthnow.org/2019-08/10-fixes-global-health-consulting-malpractice). In addition to the
overall leadership and management of the School in its four core pillars: education, training, research and
advocacy, Dr. Rashid has been integral to the founding and growth of the international Master of Public
Health (MPH) program and the School. Her leadership has been featured by World Health Organisation
Bulletin, Geneva in 2019 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/ PMC7375211/) and in 2022 in the
edited book, Women and Global Health Leadership. Springer, Cham.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-84498-1_11.

The Master of Public Health program was established in 2005, and she is actively involved in teaching
several courses in the international program including: Introduction to Public Health, Anthropology and Public
Health, Gender, and Reproductive and Sexual Health and Rights. The courses focus on immersive learning
within communities, and on student centered teaching and learning pedagogy. She is responsible for
oversight of the curricula and maintaining quality of the program and liaising with faculty and practitioners
to ensure experiential community-based learning. She founded the Centre of Gender and Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights at the School in 2008, and, in 2013, co-founded the Centre on Urban Equity
and Health, which allows for meaningful engagement and research with communities, practitioners, and
service delivery organizations, as well as training for professional skills development for
practitioners/stakeholders, to build capacity building, and leverage evidence to influence program designs
and policies in the country and beyond.

Dr. Rashid has been residing and working in Bangladesh since 1993, first at BRAC (one of the largest NGOs
in the world) and she later joined BRAC University in 2004. She has research expertise with ethnographic
and qualitative research with a focus on urban slum communities, adolescents, and marginalized groups
(i.e., refugee populations, sexual minorities, etc.). She is particularly interested in examining the impact of
structural and intersectional factors on the ability of these populations to realize their health and rights and
receive services. Her responsibilities also entail engaging directly with development partners, and
government to influence improved curricula, research policy and health program implementation. Dr. Rashid
is passionate about educational and research partnerships, building networks for advocacy and dial.ogues
to improve health and services for communities. She currently leads several research projects, including the
ARISE hub team in Bangladesh, which examines Accountability and Responsiveness of different actors,
communities, providers in slums (GBP one million), working closely with the Urban Development
Programme (UDP) of BRAC to improve services.

Dr. Rashid serves on several national and global boards and committees to influence policies and programs,
notably Bangladesh Health Watch (Bangladesh Health Watch (BHW)), a citizen’s health watch group that
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was established in 2006 for monitoring health of disadvantaged populations. She has established global
and national partnerships with different universities (click here to see global memberships) and research
institutions around the world and has led several multi country research and capacity building grants with
international partners including the Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, Liverpool School
of Tropical Medicine, Liverpool, UK, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK; KIT, Netherlands,
University of Amsterdam, Radboud University, Netherlands; Engender Health, USA, Guttmacher Institute,
USA; African Population Health Research Centre, Kenya; CREA, India, TARSHI, India; and with local partners
including the Government of Bangladesh, BRAC, national SRHR NGOs, LGBT networks, and BLAST, a legal
aid organization. She has been awarded research and capacity building grants from the World Bank, WHO,
Gates Foundation, USAID, NUFFIC, NWOTRO, EU, Dutch Embassy, WHO, Geneva, IDRC, Canada, FCDO and
IWHC. (Click here to see school research). A total of 45 COVID-19 related Rapid Quantitative and Qualitative
Research Assessments (Click here to visit our COVID webpage) have been undertaken by the Five Research
Centres and the Humanitarian Research Hub (Click here to learn more).

During her career, she has been awarded(as lead/co-lead) more than USD 22.6 million in research and
capacity-building grants, and has over 90 publications (i.e., peer reviewed articles, books, chapters, and
reports), till date. As Dean, she oversees the strategic, academic, and operational direction of the school
including ensuring that the school is financially independent. (Click here for our Annual/ Biennial Reports)

EDUCATION
● PhD in Medical Anthropology & Public Health, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, 2005
● Masters in Anthropology (Distinction), The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, 1998
● Bachelors in Anthropology, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, 1992

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS/EMPLOYMENT

BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health, BRAC University:
2013 to present Dean and Professor
2011 Associate Dean and Professor
2009 MPH Coordinator and Associate Professor
2008 Associate Professor
2005 Assistant Professor
2004 Senior Lecturer

Other Employment:
2007 – 2012 Visiting Professor, Berlin School of Public Health, Germany
1998 – 2001 Senior Research Anthropologist, Research and Evaluation Division, BRAC,

Bangladesh
1993 – 1994 Research Anthropologist, Research and Evaluation Division, BRAC, Bangladesh
1995 – 1996 Program Officer, Grameen Trust (sister organization of Grameen Bank), Dhaka,

Bangladesh
1994 – 1995 Consultant, Health and Communications, UNICEF, Dhaka

GLOBAL AWARDS:
2018 Heroines of Health – awarded by GE Healthcare and Women in Global Health at the World Health
Assembly, Geneva

ACADEMIC HONORS:
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● Visiting Scientist and Andelot Fellow, Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health, Harvard University,
(May-July 2022)

● Visiting Scholar, Center for Social Medicine and The Institute of South Asia Studies, University of
California at Berkeley, USA (September – October 2018)

● Fulbright Scholar, Centre for Gender, Sexuality and Health, Columbia Mailman School of Public Health,
Columbia University, USA (February – August 2011)

● Research Fellow, Asia Research Institute, National University of Singapore, Singapore (February – May
2006)

● Postgraduate Scholarship, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia (2001 – 2004)

SELECTED MEMBERSHIPS: Global, Regional and National
Committees and Working Groups:

● November 2022 - Member, International Advisory Committee for the Korean Foundation for International
Healthcare (KOFIH)

● October 2022 - Co-Chair for Advancing Health Research in Humanitarian Crises Project at Fogarty
International Center at National Institutes of Health (NIH), USA

● September 2022 - Member, Board of Trustees at Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM), UK
● January 2022 - Technical Advisory Group – of https://www.exemplars.health/ - SickKids Centre for

Global Child Health have initiated in partnership with Gita Sen at Public Health Foundation, India, Cesar
Victora at Pelotas and Sarah Baird at George Washington University

● January 2022 - Member, Executive Committee of NGO Forum for Public Health
● June 2021 – Member, Executive Planning Committee, Consortium of University of Global Health (CUGH)

(for CUGH 2022-2023)
● June 2021 – Invited Member, Technical Scientific Advisory Group for the World Report on Social

Determinants of Health Equity of World Health Organization (WHO) Geneva
● March 2021 – Steering Committee Member, Global Forum on Humanitarian Health Research
● September 2020 – Member, COVID-19 Research Roadmap social science working group, World Health

Organization, Geneva
● June 2020 – Member, MRC Wellcome Trust Joint Health Systems Research Committee, UK
● May 2020 – Member, Global network for Academic Public Health, Association of Schools and Programs

of Public Health
● April 2020 – Country Focal, Regional Platform on Gender and Sexual and Reproductive Health and

Rights, with Partner platforms in India and Nepal; Overall coordinator, SRHM, Geneva
● March 2020 –2022 Member, Rockefeller-BU 3-D Commission, led by Professor Sandro Galeo, Dean and

Robert A. Knox Professor, School of Public Health, Boston University
● January 2017 – Advisory Member (informal working group), CREA, India
● April 2009 – Member of Working Group, Bangladesh Health Watch (BHW), Bangladesh (National Civil

Society to improve citizens’ health)

Editorial Board Member of International Journals
2022 - present

2021 – present

Member of Editorial board, The Lancet Regional Health – Southeast Asia
https://www.thelancet.com/regional-health/southeast-asia
Review Editor, Sex and Gender Differences in Disease, specialty section of
Frontiers in Global Women’s Health

2020 – present Editorial Advisory Board, Sexual Reproductive Health Matters SRHM (Peer
reviewed        Journal)

2012 – present Member of Editorial board, South Asian Water Studies Journal (SAWAS)
2012 – present Member of Editorial Board, Indian Journal of Medical Ethics, India
2012 – present Member of Editorial board, Asian Pacific Journal of Reproduction
2011 – present Member of the Editorial Advisory Board, Global Public Health: An International

Journal for Research, Policy and Practice published by Routledge, USA Mailman
School of Public Health, Columbia University
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(For more information on memberships, click here)

TEACHING IN THE MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMME (MPH):
Course Coordinator (2005 – Present):

● MPH 501: Introduction to Public Health
● MPH 512: Anthropological Approaches to Public Health
● MPH 660: Gender, Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

(For more information on MPH courses, click here)

SELECTED LIST OF RESEARCH AND CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS AWARDED:

● December 2022 – September 2026: Principal Investigator, Strengthening Health Systems by Addressing
Community Health Workers’ Mental Wellbeing and Agency. Funded by NIHR, UK (Total Grant Amount:
GBP 3,747,880.06. BRAC JPGSPH received GBP 1,368,373)

● November 2020 – December 2022: Project Leader, Bangladesh Health Watch Short Courses (Funded by
SIDA, Sweden. (Total Grant AMount: USD 174,867) – Pandemic Preparedness and Responsiveness
(courses for government and key stakeholders)

● March 2021 – July 2025: Principal Investigator, Our Voices Our Future. Funded by CREA, India (Total
Grant Amount: USD 300,000) – strengthening voices of silenced women

● August 2020 – August 2021: Principal Investigator, Bridging Communities in Cox’s Bazar: Mitigating
Risks and Promoting Gender, Governance and Localization of Humanitarian Responses in COVID-19 Era,
in partnership with Centre for Peace and Social Justice. Funded by IDRC, Canada. (Total Grant Amount:
CAD 1,240,300. BRAC JPGSPH received CAD 457,000)

● August 2020 – December 2022: Co-Investigator, Managing impact of COVID-19 in Rohingya refugee
camps with culturally appropriate technological solutions, to inform better facility care for women and
adolescents in the camp. Funded by IDRC, Canada. (Total Grant: CAD 876,922. BRAC JPGSPH received
CAD 325,300)

● (June 2020-July 2022), Country Lead, COVID-19 Gendered risks, impact & response: research and policy
guidance. Gender Data & Evidence – Foundational Research and Analysis on WEE: Create a global
hub/network for foundational research and analysis to deepen understanding of mechanisms and
factors that hamper or enable women’s work, income, and productivity. BRAC School in partnership with:
Simon Fraser University, Johns Hopkins and Hongkong University, Funded by Gates Foundation, USA
(Total Grant Amount: USD 170,000).

● (January 2020 – December 2022), Principal Investigator, Mobile Financial Services and Community
Health Workers, to improve effectiveness of health workers in rural and urban areas (Brac School in
collaboration with Harvard university). Funded by Gates Foundation, USA. (Total Grant Amount: USD
171,522)

● (15 November 2019- 15 May 2021), Technical Advisor, BRAC – Disrupting Cross Border Trafficking
Networks in Rural District, to inform Brac’s (NGO) policies and programs to reduce trafficking and
improving services for survivors. Bangladesh, led by the school. Funded by Children Investment Fund
Foundation (CIFF) – UK. (Total Grant Amount: USD 100,000)

● (2019-2024), Principal Investigator, Countering Backlash and Reclaiming Gender Justice. Funded by SIDA
and multi-consortium research, coordinated by IDS, University of Sussex, UK. (Total Grant Amount: GBP
176,558)

● (2019-2024), Principal Investigator, ARISE – Accountability and Responsiveness in Informal Settlements
for Equity in Bangladesh. It is a research consortium in partnership with service delivery organizations,
across 5 countries: Bangladesh, India, Kenya and Sierra Leone, and UK, led by Liverpool School of

4

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0916-2631
https://bracjpgsph.org/mph-curriculm


Tropical Medicine (LSTM). Funded by UK Research and Innovation’s Global Challenges Research Fund.
(Total Grant: GBP 10 million. BRAC JPGSPH received: GBP 1 million)

● (2018-2021), Project Director, ERASMUS Education Capacity Building Grant, BRAC JPG School lead
institution in partnership with IDS, UK and Maastricht University, Netherlands. (Total Grant: EUR 995,000.
BRAC JPGSPH received EUR 284,088)

● (2018-2019), Principal Investigator, Men Engage and their Sexual and Reproductive Health Needs - to
inform health services and quality of care, led by the school (a national level study., Funded by the
Embassy of the Kingdom of Netherlands. (Total Grant Amount: USD 541,643)

● (2018-2019), Co-Investigator, People with Disabilities and their Sexual and Reproductive Health Needs -
to inform health services and quality of care (a national level study). Funded by the Embassy of the
Kingdom of Netherlands. (Total Grant Amount: USD 584,000)

● (2018-2019), Principal Investigator, Sexual and Reproductive Health of Women Rohingya Refugees to
inform health facilities and workers quality of services in the refugee camps, World Health Organization
(Total Grant Amount: USD 86,000).

● (2017-2020), Co-Investigator, Cities and Resilience: Migrant Populations Health, in partnership with
Imperial College, UK. Funded by WELLCOME TRUST (Total Grant Amount: GBP 454,672).

● (2018- continuing), Principal Investigator, Adolescent girls lives in transition, early marriage,
empowerment, and health in urban slums, in partnership with Co-Principal Investigator, Maheen Sultan,
BIGD. Funded by GAGE project, DFID (Total Grant: GBP 306,150. BRAC JPGSPH received GBP 199,531)

● (2016-2018) Digital Sister for Urban Youth: Using New Technology for Effective SRHR Communication for
Urban Youth in Dhaka City, Bangladesh, Co-lead, in partnership with University of Amsterdam, NWOTRO,
(Dutch funded EUR 300,000)

● (2015-2018), Breaking the Shame, Adolescents and Sexuality in rural and urban areas of Bangladesh –
Co lead in partnership with Radboud University, Amsterdam, NWOTRO, (Dutch funded EUR 591,791).

● (2015-2018), Principal Investigator, Early Marriage Prevention among adolescent girls in Urban Slums in
Bangladesh, IDRC funded CAD 475,000

● (November2012-2017), Principal Investigator, Reaching out and linking in: Heath systems and
close-to-community services in urban and rural areas: REACHOUT. Funding by EU. Total Grant EUR 7
million. Collaborative Project (Northern &Southern institutions). BRAC JPGSPH received EUR 793,030

● (August 2012-2017), Project Director, Capacity Building on Gender in Sexual Reproductive Health and
Rights (SRHR), funding NUFFIC–Capacity Building in Higher Education. Grant Amount EUR 2.6 million (4
partners)

● (July 2012-June 2015), Chief of Party, Lead, Developing the Next Generation of Public Health Experts,
Capacity Building in Masters of Public Health Education. Funded by USAID. Grant Amount: USD 3 million

● (2012-2015), Principal Investigator, Urban Primary Service Delivery and Governance, Co-PI, ICDDR, B.
Funded by IDRC, Canada. Grant Amount: CAD 655,000

● (October 2011– March 2012), Co- Principal Investigator, Informal drug sellers, market and their role in
health, in partnership with team in icddr,b. Research for Development, USA. (Grant Amount: USD 135,000)

● (March 2011-2012), Principal Investigator, Access to Abortion in rural and urban areas of Bangladesh, in
partnership with Guttmacher, New York and BAPSA (Grant Amount: USD 50,000)

● (May 2010– May 2011), Principal Investigator, Violence Against Marginalized Populations Funded by the
Netherlands Embassy, and coordinated by CREA‐multi‐country study in India, Nepal and Bangladesh) –
(Grant Amount: USD 46,000).

● (March 2008-2009), Principal Investigator, Sexuality and Rights Training Grant, funder: International
Women’s Health Coalition, New York (Grant Amount: USD 20,000).
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● (September 2005-2010), Co- Principal Investigator & Coordinator - Realizing Reproductive and Sexual
Rights of Vulnerable Populations (DFID Funded), (Grant Amount: GBP 566,000 received by BRAC
JPGSPH).

● (January 2008-2009), Co- Principal Investigator, Reproductive and Sexual Health of Adolescent
Populations in Bangladesh, (Funded by JICA, Japan and GoB) (Grant Amount: US$ 347,425.90)

SELECTED RECENT PUBLICATIONS:

(This list includes publications from 2018 onwards. For a full list of 18 book chapters, over 90 peer-reviewed
journal articles and more, click here)

International Book chapters

1. Manzoor, M., Hawkins, K. (2022). Interview with Sabina Faiz Rashid, Dean and Professor at the James P.
Grant School of Public Health at BRAC University. In: Morgan, R., Hawkins, K., Dhatt, R., Manzoor, M., Bali,
S., Overs, C. (eds) Women and Global Health Leadership. Springer, Cham.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-84498-1_11

2. Rashid SF et al (2021) Scarcity and Resilience during Covid-19: Invisible Lives of Adolescents and Youth
in Urban Slums in Dhaka City, Bangladesh (book chapter), Viral Loads: Anthropologies of Urgency in the
Time of COVID-19. University College London Press). https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/176693

3. Seama Mowri, Rafia Sultana, Subas Biswas, Raia Azmi, Sairana Ahsan, and Sabina F. Rashid, Binary
Framing of Consent and Coercion of Child Marriage: A Critique, (2020). Dreaming of a Better Life. Child
Marriage through Adolescents Eyes, (Editors), Gina Crivello and Gillian Mann, Young Lives. Oxford
International Development Research Centre, 2020, Ottawa, Canada.

4. Sairana Ahsan, Seama Mowri, Subas Biswas, Rafia Sultana, Raia Azmi, and Sabina F. Rashid, The
Heterogeneous Lives of Adolescent Girls and Young Women in Urban Slums in Bangladesh (2020).
Dreaming of a Better Life. Child Marriage through Adolescents Eyes, (Editors), Gina Crivello and Gillian
Mann, Young Lives. Oxford International Development Research Centre, 2020, Ottawa, Canada.

5. Subas Biswas, Raia Azmi, Seama Mowri, Sairana Ahsan, Rafia Sultana, and Sabina F. Rashid, Early
Marriage among Adolescent Boys and Young Men in Urban Informal Settlements of Bangladesh (2020).
Dreaming of a Better Life. Child Marriage through Adolescents Eyes, (Editors), Gina Crivello and Gillian
Mann, Young Lives. Oxford International Development Research Centre, 2020, Ottawa, Canada.

6. Rashid SF (2018), The Invisible Reality of ‘Chinta Rog’ (a life of chronic worry). The Illness of Poverty in
Dhaka’s Urban Slum Settlements; (published in Handbook on the Politics of Global Health, Routledge,
USA).

Peer-reviewed journals

7. Mahmud I, Siddiqua S, Akhter I, Sarker M, Theobald S, Rashid SF (2023) Factors affecting motivation of
close-to-community sexual and reproductive health workers in low-income urban settlements in
Bangladesh: A qualitative study. PLoS ONE 18(1): e0279110.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0279110

8. Sabina Faiz Rashid, Mikhail Idris-Islam. “Designing transformative public health education for the
developing world: how one course re-imagined a more indigenous MPH” Salud Publica Mex.
2022;64:569-575. https://doi.org/10.21149/13215
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9. Chowdhury, Shahreen, Salma Akter Urme, Boakai A. Nyehn Jr., Heylove R. Mark Sr., Md. Tanvir Hassan,
Sabina F. Rashid, Naomi B. Harris, and Laura Dean. 2022. "Pandemic Portraits—An Intersectional
Analysis of the Experiences of People with Disabilities and Caregivers during COVID-19 in Bangladesh
and Liberia" Social Sciences 11, no. 9: 378. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci11090378

10. Sameen Nasar, Saifa Raza, Ateeb Ahmad Parraya, Muhammad Riaz Hossain, Rafia Sultana, A.S.M.
Nadim, Abdul Jabbar, Bachera Aktar, Sabina Faiz Rashid, M Shafiqur Rahman. An assessment of gender
vulnerability in the humanitarian crisis in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh: Developing a gender-based
vulnerability index in the Rohingya and Host community contexts. 22 August 2022 in International
Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction Volume 81, 15 October 2022, 103246
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2022.103246

11. Azmi, R., Mahmud, I., Islam, K.F. T Hasan and Sabina Faiz Rashid. Married men’s sexual and
reproductive health concerns and related health-seeking behavior in Bangladesh: A mixed methods
study. J Health Popul Nutr 41, 39 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1186/s41043-022-00313-x

12. Subas Biswas, Sameen Nasar, Nahela Nowshin, Syed H. Imtiaz, Mohammad R. Hossain, Abdul Jabbar,
A. S. M. Nadim, Mohammad Rokibul Islam, Farzana Misha, Sabina Faiz Rashid (2022). Methodological
Challenges in Conducting Sexual and Reproductive Health Research Among Young Males in
Bangladesh: Reflections From a Nationwide Mixed Methods Study. International Journal of Qualitative
Methods. January 2022. doi:10.1177/16094069221120341

13. Digital Health and Rights Project Consortium, Davis SLM et al (2022). Towards digital justice:
participatory action research in global digital health. BMJ Global Health 2022;7:e009351.
doi:10.1136/bmjgh-2022-009351

14. Vinodkumar Rao, Prasanna Saligram, Sabina Faiz Rashid, Rachel Tolhurst, Rosie Steege, Shrutika
Murthy, Barathi Nakkeeran, Hayley MacGregor, Sheela Patel, Sally Theobald, Laura Dean, Surekha
Garimella (2022). Community Engagement, Co-Production or Citizen Action? Lessons from COVID-19
Responses in India and Bangladesh’s Informal Urban Settlements. Journal of International Affairs, Vol.
74, No. 1 - Fall/Winter – 2022

15. Adeepto I. Ahmed, Adrita Kaiser , Gayatri Jayal , Neal Lesh , Md. Mahmudul Hasan , Sabina F. Rashid,
Md. Tanvir Hasan. COVID-19 and the fear of other unknowns: challenges and lessons learned from a
digital contact tracing activity in the Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Journal of Global
Health Reports. 2022; 6: e2022021. doi:10.29392/001c.33818

16. Rosemary Morgan, Denise Nacif Pimenta, Sabina Rashid (2022), Gender equality and COVID-19: act now
before it is too late, (2022) LANCET, :https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(22)00278-1,
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00278-1/fulltext

17. Meggie Mwoka , Olivia Biermann, Catherine K Ettman , Salma M Abdalla , Jane Ambuko , Mark
Pearson , Sabina Faiz Rashid,  Zahra Zeinali,  Sandro Galea, Laura Magaña Valladares, Blessing Mberu
(2021), Housing as a Social Determinant of Health: Evidence from Singapore, the UK, and Kenya: the 3-D
Commission, J Urban Health, 2021 Aug;98(Suppl 1):15-30. doi: 10.1007/s11524-021-00557-8. Epub 2021
Sep 3.

18. Sarah Baird, Maureen Murphy, Jennifer Seager, Nicola Jones, Anju Malhotra, Sarah Alheiwidi, Guday
Emirie, Sabina Rashid, and Maheen Sultan, (2022) Intersecting Disadvantages for Married Adolescents:
Life After Marriage Pre- and Post-COVID-19 in Contexts of Displacement, 17 February 2022 in Journal
of Adolescent Health; Volume 70, Issue 3, Supplement, March 2022, Pages S86-S96 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2021.12.001
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19. Margaret McConnell, Mansha Mahajan, Sebastian Bauhoff, Kevin Croke, Stéphane Verguet, Marcia C
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